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| of che ſevtral kinde of Prodigies,  @ | 3 
*_ Agents purely natural, or ſome ſecrerand reſerved Law in Natnre, : 
as Comets; New-ſtars, ſome cxtraordinaty alteration in a po bodies, 
(astharinthe Planer Venue, both asto colone: and figure before 'the _ 
times.of On gy 5 ger oak ph Ns | Ry bay 306 
'S:Auftin)-and' the ftrange (detiquiumy.ob light in 'the'Sup- abour the « , 
x of Caſar, ' Some unnſusl eboengs and flowings of the: Sea... Theſe, reg Ar 
Lreckon Prodigies Natural, all being bue/Natuces aQiing of irs part 5, © + 
ma'different habit, and giving us <©o know /how'jt will exert itfelf 7 
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When ſuch Agents,and ſuch matter chance to meer. - £y {1 
2. Prodigies praternatural, ſach 1laccountall ftrange Events, which 
hold of no ſteady cauſes, but are (to us) ſolely and uncertain; . 


as the firipg of 4 houſe by. lightning, 3he_ coming 10-ſhore- of ſome. ſtrange 
kinde f oo ens of or Palin pl of Rivers, bly} ny Trees 
by ſpirits, apparitions inthe ayr (wWhichare effeQsabove a natura), and 
beneath a bare ſupernatural Agent.) + R779 0; TE 
3: Supernatural, ſuch asare Eventsof which Reaſons ſufficiemly 
reſolved, that they.exceed the powers and ſufficiencies of all Natural 
cauſes-'For look as1n Religion, there are qiuedan, Jane eres down 
things according to the'common reaſon. of all men,{vix4-rhedotirines | 
of temperance, righteouſneſs, obedienceto God;)] tomerhings preter 
rationem, beſide reaſon, {the diſcoveries of God, Which reajn now 
apprehends and ſeals unto, but could not Marteproprio,of itſelf reach 
unto/;] ſomethings ſupra rarionem [| the great Articles of Faith, tran- 
ſcendenr'to'the CaPanly as Well as light of 'common reaſon, in 
. the modes -and circumſtances —— So in: the compaſs ;of 
Divine Providence, there are three ſorts werks agar Na 


zuram, ſome accorging to the common” Lawsof Natures 10g; 
| guadam prater Naturam, ſome befide' common Nature, fuch 'arethe 


Events we call Prodigies, which though WrcIrging ro Nature, as 
conſidered in ſuch circumitances and co-1ncidenceof cauſes, yet are 
beſide it, conſidered in its more uſual and familiar methods of aCti= 
' On. «Quadem ſupra Naturem, ſuch are thoſe-gherations in Nature, 
which exceed the capacities of ſecond cauſes: i1n aProdigy ( ach, 
taken) Nature ſuffers from ir ſelf, and is (in a ſort) both vitour and. _ 
captive tro it ſelf; butin a Miracle, Natureis ſolely paſſive to that 
original Minde and Power which gave it its firſt Lawsof moriov. . 
Theſe ſupernatural Prodigies (though Iknow notto beleeve- any: 


ſuch now happening ) yer muit-finde a placerinchis,diſcoltſe; nor | 
- onely becauſe ſome ſuch have (as Embifſadours y. been - 


diſpatchrt heretofore upon ſome — errand ( as the feartull E- . 
clipſe at onr Savioursdeath, the hailſtones , mentioned Fofb. 10,11. 
ſo hugely exceeding the common ſtandard of Nature, and perhaps 
the fiery (Word which hung over Hieruſalem, ſo long before itsfinal 
deſolation ) but becauſe our Adverſaries are ſo prone to.over-value 
ſuch occaſions,and to intitle an immediate hand'ofheavento all ſuch 
objects of wonder. - 7) © | | SLE 
As for theſe ſtories' ( With which the Echnick Legner's abound) of 
the ſpeaking of children _ their mothers wombs , the raining of ſtones, 
-tbe ſpeaking of oxen, their being found without hearts or livers when brought - 
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CHAP, 11, EC IO > 
Concerning Prodigies, Signal, Natural, | 


| Shall deſcend now to a'cloſe arid diſtin diſcourſe concerning the 
1(forementioned) Prodigies#izx4!; and amongſt them, firſt con- 
cerning thoſe which more immediately reſolve4nto cauſes Naturel. 
Concerning allwhich, Loffer this 'general Theſis ro. proof: fe ns 5 
Natural are not intended, nor to he expounded the Prognoſticks of judge- \ 
ments,ſuddenty t0 enſue upon whole Nations or particular perſons. Its _ © 
(o_ounny ) ignorance of their- cauſes and ends which hathprefer- I1a,44-:5, 
red ſome of theſe Natural Prodigiesto ſo greata veneration and re- 
gardin many mens minds. -As Ethniciſm of old made the gods it 
worſhipt, ſo ignorance oft makes the Furics it dreads. 
. « This Thefs Iſhall endeavour toiperſwade, 

1.\By ſome general Reaſons and Arguments. * . ' 

'2. By a particular InduRtion and Survey of ſuch as ſeem moſt plau- 
libly pretended'the filene Monitours of ſome approaching venge- 
aAACE. q $ | 


— 


| 


Firſt, By ſome general Reaſons. 


—_ 


—— 


SECT. 1. Ft: 


Reaſons to prove Prodigies Natural 'n0 Signs of -# future S: 


Judgement, 


The firſt Argument taken ſrom-tbezr doubtfull and uncertain indications - 
T bat proved from the confeſſions of their ableſt Expofitours ; From. their 
different Expoſitions in allzimes, "The Interpreters of them baniſht the 
. Fewiſh Common-wealth of old, upon this account, Philo. Thuanus, The - 
. Argument further urged from Tully. God's Signs expreſs ; The uſe- * 
teſneſs of thoſe which are not, | 784 
2. From a conſideration of the times wherein moſt attended to. The rea- I 
ſon why a regard i to be bad to the times and ſeaſons; When Laws or Hl- PLUNF 
| ſages firſt obrained, noted from K. James. The times noted eſpecially for 
groſs ignerance in matters of Religion and Philoſophy. Some Obſer- 
vations upon the remaining Regiſters of (uch accidents yet extant: The 
| times remarked alſo for the publick fears and diſtrations bappening in 
| them. Livy- Seneca. | : 
H :3- From the natural and neceſſary Cauſes of theſe things, More of N#- 
 -Zure obſervable in a Prodigy, then common Occurrences. | 
. 4+ From the Nature and temper of the Oeconomy we are now under. 


Tu Argument which I ſhallfirſt offer to-reprehend the common Arg.t. 
4 vanity of receiving them asa kinde of indications.in bodies Po- 


6. «4 


} 
, 


full and uncertain, that is cannot be concluded what judgement they portend. 
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il Prodieics; Sea,” 


or when 30 enſue, or whether \ptivate perſons of whole Nations: be alarm a 


by them. ©." 
If God 


illuceſcentium, abiis qui artem aſtroiygican profitentur, preſagirt 

evident expcrimento:nequennt::[ bur yet (lohbard it is even for wiſe 
men todiſcard their ouy/ſernbivle tavileggwie Soypare,as Origen calls 
them, Opinions brought with them, and. woven into the very firſt 
contexture of their mmdsz ) he adds, Non idcirco fletuendum Deun 
& Naturan talibus noviter formatis corporibus inaniter iUudere, nibilque 
preſagii muntls oftendere : as if they mult needs be. jt1 vain, unleſs they 
aſſiſt preſages ( which yet no man is ableto reach the certain know- 
ledge of.) © 2h $9567] She Ht IS Ex 

A-truth which the different purpoſes and fignifications to which 
theſe Prodigies have been ( inalltimes) expounded, make faith of. 
In the more ancient times of the world» when they had their Collegia 
79 .- watum;publick Profeſſpurs of the Arts of Divination, by any unuſual 
Qu 109 11- pnomens in Natute, We ſhall obſcrye-Earthquakes, Comers, Light- 
acret amenti- 1;45; &c. expounded ſometimes lars Diſhes niſtra Omina; All 
am, inſulſ14- eſe images ( like ſome among the Papiſts ) were made: to look 


* $em, @ iM- on the people with a frown or a ſmile, according as the Prieſts of 
perſpictenti- {4-'c For State-reaſons) were pleaſed tomanagethem by their tub- - 


an vererums the jmnterpretations. Thus, in latter times, they have always: ( like 
Ar UunuS FCTTR- yells.) ſounded to ſuch 2 tune. and ſence, 25 thepaſſengers phancy 
OF, NUM ould impoſe wpon them: Thatplaviepnpureabloudy rain {in the 
Julmen,unum tanguzes of the Nataralifts) falling ar-Braxeclls, Ann. x6 46: cohcern- 


+ calefte f&- np the reaſon of which, there are extant the ſeveral Fog ememes of 
nd ſo 


#4m, rem {e- 7 Arned men, was (no doubt) received bytimerons and ſofter phan- 
eundon ; alter -. hy. as a preſage oh bloud _ ſuddenlyro enſue; whereas others 
Zer7.@-mMorus, qyyned it Fanquam Omen parified fuller aftd 2 —_ that heaven would 
alterum ful- ſooner rain blond, then thereſhould de any further effuſion thereof 


mengdlternm on Earth or Sea, a5 the Poet exprefibih himſelf upon thatoccaion, 


benum, rem 


7 ferweffuſum terraque marique ornorgs, Mr 


4dverſam por- Tpſe teftantur ques pluit axis aqueg, 0G 
zenderet ?  Phns when the heart of Zninglins { who was burnt, being found a- 


o 
Sou 


polyd. Virg. mong the mo was found intire in' the aſhes, when his body was. 
e Frodzg.l.;. conſumed, his friends (from this Ordeel trial )- concluded the ftont- 

-., neſsand fincerity, but his adverſaries the obgurateneſs thereof. Bur 
Thuzn 01; the'grave Hiſtorzan mikey amore fober gloſs upon RN \ 


len day: ra | 4nt thoſe words Adedturbarks 6di0 ant amore aninis; wit fit 


yonibus, pro fe quiſque emnia-ſuperſtitiere interpreranar ; 


- -, Mens 


LIAAL 


eusdifftrences;} each' party ſuperftitioufl 


- Cited byL:Bgcan,, dug. Scient, Ki m_ 


Set. Of \Nataval\ Prodjeies. | 7 


Mens niitids diftrbed with love or 
y mterprers all accidents 


infaveur of icfclt. Le gtt ifs 1 : 
. In the interim We may ſafely infer the vanity-of cuſting much: ro | 
theſe Prodigies, which (like mercenary fouldiers } may be eafily = obo 24 
brought tofbghrt otcitherfde in/any caſe,” Accordingly Philo retfs 74155 £70: 
us, that the law of Moſes baniſht from the Jewiſh Nation aiplay 3as 2/9 4v0y % 
vant ame, Tiggloorons, all the obſervers of birds, and regarders' of © 07! dA- 
Prqdigics; becauſe theſe Diviners were led bur by (petions and plauſible 27+ dag 
conjettures, entertained different phancies of the ſame things, bath berauſs =3® 791 dulay 
their ſubjefts had no ſteady and fixt Nature, and themſelves were unyy 045] 03255 
ded of any fure Maxames, by which to mea(urc and prove the nt; of their rex th 
own minds in reference 10 them. py M194: Net md wire 
Can it now bereaſonably imagined, God( «ll whoſe ways arefhidee- 74 Vaorcighe 
ment) ever intended theſe portemtare occutrencesas his trumpets ro 999. 7:41 
ahrm a drowſie world, which grveforth 2d\aoy party fo obſcure afid 72301, TE 
uncertain 2 ſound > Can it pofltbly be preſumed; rhat any thing is 79, Navoia; 
there bgnified where nothing ever was or will be certai was Fog dxpin Cant 
ftood? If theſe be the ftgns of the gods (faid Tally, diſc uport Yov aftuzo.- 
this2rgument ) why have they always been ſo dark 2nd obfenre 7 9% 1 Camus 
for if they come forth that we might underſtand chings future, they ©*9*7 7 
ought to declare them more openly and plainly; ant ne ocorntts quidem, Prue, |. de 
ſea {ciri nolebant, or not fo-much as darkly, if they would nor have Monare. 
them underftood. Did Godever m all the Scripture, forerel an evil 2 Cor,14-8- 
by any fuch winding and fquine-ey'd Oraclesas the Old Serpent Tul.de Divin. 
made uſe of, which uſed to work mentoſome confuſed: and pannick 1.:- 
fears, or to:enſnare them>while ſeeming to warn them ? Wi 


£ 


N hen he Rua eft iſta 


| ſpake roEgyprtby- VINX WI the words of his fiens, Pſa, os, (#7 creditur) 


27.they were ſuchas were clearly expreſſive of his minde andpur- *2/#Proſcis 
pole, they were fucf as ( like +2 Bo ſhor inroa Town with AA hen of de. 
bound about them ) did bear uponthem their own. fignification,. and ,7 rs ch &= 


gave very intelligible intimations of their end and intention ;, where-. calamitetums 


asall theſe tignes, as commonly” reputed, give forth no certainnoti- 1 
cesof the'events they point unto; .For they are not Hieroglyphicks. 5;; 10-4, 
of tha judgements (as bearing no likenefs and reſemblance o them) ;,. & primim 
no effeCtive caufes of them, nor yer did Scripture ( a conſideration. es fenifican 


in ſtead of allarguments ) ever warrant usto receive any of the tes que ſine 


with thoſe religious and awfull regards whichare owing tothe Mo- interpretibus 


nitors of the Divine diſpleaſure, which certainly it would have done, ,,. poſſumus 


| hadthe honour of God andthe good of men been ſo hugely concern-.; 
' ed in them, 2s ſhme would have us toimagine. 2  Pntebagere, 


» 


65 of p Py FE OW 0-41-51 deinde ca que 
Secondly, The 11mes wherein theſe Prodigies have been received with. , gvere neque- 


their firſt aud moſt religious regards, were ſuch a ſufficiently leſſen their re- | | 
piite with all perſons that uſe not ro. 2ruſt their fall einen by Chi 75 ens ng 


Excellentthar ſpeech of K.Fumes, A good Criſis ofa Preſident or cu- ſuetudine vel 


(4 


exempile;, tempors ſhetanda-ſunt quente primim res cepr at inquibus fuel confuſio regna- 
verty vel Far 34.5 derogat illug tnprimic-autboritati renums arqueomntd reddit ſuſpcaa, 


tom 
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Nom: may'be miade by an-amtendance to the cobdition of the times, = 
Ls 


rance or confuſions df them, they greatly render the things:toſu 


wherein they firſt cofthent they if remarkable, either for the igno- 
e 


cion and challenge, which tecerved their firſt birth and original in 


" them. Now then if ( as the Aﬀtrologers uſe ) we calculate the Nativi-. 


s et this Opinion of Frogiges,"wetkal finde nothing promiſed and 
1 


gnified to oblige our affe&tions, becauſe (as truth obtains. moſt in 


'rimes of greatknowledge and peace, when we have moſt ability and 


© leiſure to. pace, ſo ) the times wherein this firſt and principally pre. 


Ful. Obſequ. 
PU fear? 


File Liv. 
Hift. L.22.1, 
& 32.1, 


Yor ſtand blemiſht with theſe tw6 great evils, Ignorance and Di» 
ration, | HH | | 
Firſt, They were times of greateſt ignorance both in matters.of Religion 
and Learning. : 615 | 

1, In matters of Religion;who more critically obſervant of all ſuch'un- 


uſualaccidents, then:the Heathen who knew not God? whoſe Whole Re- 


ligion (inthe praftice of it) was but a Syſtem of ridiculous, obſcene, 
and inhumane rites ; and-(1n'the ſpeculation thereof ) but an endleſs: 
obſervation of Omens, and prodigies, and a pretended skill of inter. 
preting dreams and ſtrange accidents, It was among the Egyptians (as 
We learn from S:rabo,) a greatinſtance of Religion,dragipery 845 m7 jeg 
Y T toenter into their ſacred records all the Errata N aturg ; 
and (perhaps inan imitation of them )" the Romans kept their annu- 
alK rs of the ſeveral anomalous occurrences in the world ; ſome 
fragments of which have Teachr our own times; Upona deliberate 
peruſal whereof, four things. ( not unferviceable to our general Diſ-- 
courſe ) offer themſelves to our obſervation. 


r- That the Events ſucceeding them were as often happy, as unfor-- 


tunate : the truth whereof the curjous Reader may ſoon reſolve. him-.. 
ſelf of by a ſhort "ever. 7 

_ 2+ Thatthey generally conchuded in ſuperſtition; the people be- 
ing readily wrought on to inſtirute novas Ferias, to conſecrate new: 
Templesto the gods, to inſtitute new Rites, expiare prodigia, & procu- 
rare monſirs (as their phraſe was) to divert the unlucky Omen. 

3: That there har: by affeth 2 JFar or two in that Regiſter, whereja 
there are not recorded {everal of theſe Portents, _ 

4. That a vain opinion of theſe things held the People under 2 
perpetual pedagogy to baſe and ignoble fears of God, and impendent. 
Evils. | | 
Upon which accounts, Ido more then.incline. to beleeye, that the- 
devil( who hath the poſſe aeris at. his command J did often ("by divine. 
pounamion ) procure many ſtrange impreſſions on Nature, thereby to 

right thoſe to his altars, which he could never perſwade; and to 
ſubdue the minds of mento ( hisown image) 2 perpetual feat and 
trembling before the ſence of a Deity. Bit God ( who uſeth to make 


the devils mines to fall in upon himſelf) made (no doubt) this happy | 
e 


uſe of theſe flaviſh fears inthe minds of the Gentiles, even t 

uſhering in ofthe Goſpel Jubilee with the greater acceptance amotrig 

them; as by the fears & terrours of the Law, he alſolevelled the way to 

its more ready and cheerful reception-among the Jews. Burt oo Peters 
| | econdly, 


-,- 


SeQ.1. Of Natural. Prodigets, '9 
.. Secondly, As ignorant were the times in Philoſophy, as Relig ions 
perfect firangers to the Reaſons. of things ;for ( as it is Well obſer- | eN 
ved) as the knowledge of the natural cauſes of Earthquakes, Eclip- _ Cy 
ſes, Lightnings, Meteors,c9, obtained amongſt the Gentiles of old, (6 
yy ea fears, their #ri fulgurales, interpretations of pro- 
' digies, fellinto Contempt and diſrepute ; the more men _advanc't in- 
to the light, the leſs apt, were.they to ſtart. They then began to ſmile 
at their former ſuperſtitions, as men inthe day laugh at thoſe dreams. 
and viſions Which frighted them in the night, _. * F 
Beſides ( codes they were Times of publick fears, troubles, confu.. Attemen has 
fions (generally) when men were moſt impreſſive to a fear of theſe prodigious #1 bello plurs 
accidents, Thus Livy ſomewhere notes, turbido aliquo tempore, verſes in & majors vie 
| Religionem animis, multa viſa creditaque. prodigis qua nun erant ; and. dentur, eadem - 
elſewhere tells us, (Hift,1.28,11,) In crvitate, tanto diſcrimine..bell; ſolli. enimnon ani-- 
cite, quum Qmnium ſecundorum adverſorumque cauſes in Deos verterent, Madvertuntur 
multa prodigia nunctabantur, ; ORs "* Inpaces dice=- 
- Men, when they think God diſpleaſed: (as they deal by a man they ,47t ilud eti- - 
conceive their adverſary) look upon all his ations through the black ,am, quod in 
medium of \uſpicion and jealouſfie, and therefore they all ſeem to cax- Meu & pertin 
ry ReexPurs and affrightments with them. All ſtrange Accidents ( like <#10 aim cre- - 
-ange paſſengers) in times of diſcompoſure are fuſpeRted and exa- 4untur facil. 
mined, Which freely paſs withour our notices when peace and loye #* tum fin-. 
ſpread their gentle wings over a nation z when fear hath oncetin- &#ntur impir - 
uredthe eye of the minde with black (dreadful) apprehenfions, it 74. Cicer. 
eafily ſeegevery thing of its own colour : it either finds its obje&, ſpeaking de 
of crettes it in every occurrence; the ſunſhines notupon the water Often, & 
ox a cloud, but (like the Moabites,)-men eonclude figns of bloud from Prodzg:1.z. 
the redneſs of the colour, when fear hath once ſoftned the ſpirits, and 4e Divin. 
diſabled the minde for a cool and ſedate judgement and valuation of Nu{quam 
things. Beſides, inſuch times, Religion knows not to keep its mean, P/ura exempla « 
but | nee Fang over into ſuperſtition ( a ſervileflattery of GoJ, and V4t1c:nanz- 
an obſervance of him in little, weak, feminine inſtances. of deyo- #" invenies, | 
tion, ) | | quam ubi for. - 
Now the Religion of Prodigies being conceived thus in the womb'mido mentes 
of grols ignorance, and nouriſh by the ſoft and eaſte fears of men in religtone mixs - 
affliction, when their fancy (like mettal inthe fire ) refuſeth no fi- #4 percuſir, 


the devils OPp 
of the critica 


UMI 


w 
. 


Weg + | Ras  ENRns, War Þ hethar 
Pha yry over tot, 'that we muſt þ 10Ww 

, pes. and. motives to to Repen- 
ERITY if there had been #t:. 
pL hindred its gaining ſogreat 


mult we now look for ſuch. A 
ſels of infioite Wild log Py. 
the dung AE trot 5b ;apparitions of Epi 
rits, Re 7g yoices: fk air, pics reel 6/ly erations in ir face.o 
heaven, os. from which the Ciles 1n the :imes of their ignorance 4 
WE rotten wood nes thought to receive the PE 9 of 
y. counſel and direRion- 
= Prodigies Nazural, axe nox to be egaried as Prognoſtick 
. even becauſe they are Natural, [are owing toasne- 

Ae 5h as the more aaa eafie ws. Cu Biohs 
© ip the extraordinary afiſtznces of heaven 
riS41240 Phenomena, for as Nature is but a conſtant ra 
5. 2 Prodigy but a morerare and unuſual Nature 
2, by many Writers, to Which I remit the capa le 


Us ſacit SED, | ayf , 4 | edbba) thete will yerks 
ee 00.4, Tue Na ement 0 $ ere W1 pernaps appea 
1%, | ,then.in.the more harmonious 4 appr 

uk Tues Agents, to. Which common, uſage hath a proprizeed that 

name; Nature in its. pr on; of the ſeveral kinds of crea- 
tures, ſhould ( as if they were 21 fampr with one common ſeal) give 
them forth in ſuch equal and ſimilar figures andproportions,is 2 he 
- JuſtobjeQ of wonder, then.to ſee- the.patural. Arches ſorperaugn. co to 
y che buogler, 2nd and to Jaye its IE (in foe partsthereof) rude 


S& 


quando licere, rb Prodi 
nift quod ſapi- hath RP. dew: 


\ 


we Pak 20 ap tehe Eurch 0 Mou gonerar be j, bedelivered of the. 
apolrsand winds. Within its ls, without the and” 
Jag: We af an.carthquake; and py) all the hoſt of Heaven ſhould march” 


: Every ane, on. bis may, and not break their ranks, nejther thruſt one another 
Excedit pros e- ME, oN n bis path C ta horrow the Enguage of the. Prophet) 
feftd omnia ond.a Farthgva e.. New ſtar, 'or monſter ſometime | 

miracula, ule | 4D d the juſtly 'choſen on be the. 


fo 5 more. 
q owet ; and to ſee fome 


lum diem fu by: o. VI 41600 
f th(ſometimes7 omrhe ovens of the earth, 


iſe in quo non. | 


2C n is Y | 4 k þ j 7 go 14S, Pliny ny. $US, It exceeds all wonder, ' 
par ra that thare.ſhc yy: day” he EL Ee wel C'{o. 
| FE Nat. - , Prs pls fat ortlt into one paighry,, 
Z-C. Me : 
Xa} hogs EN Warrant usts. conclude any. 


| vl oeciirence he  propherick ſigns of Events Hh 
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Of Nitwrah: Entddgies, "I: 

and contingent + Eicher alituch trepuliruc- 

wid res of futtte: padgements; wad theh Jer. 20. 3. 
agor Miſſabth, andiCwhar was thr 


i ; Som wat polo hang in doubt befor frail then 
| Jews }: out L alway hang in doubt beforeas, we men 71 5 
frar night and day, and bave” wo affarance;” (ati leaſt, no comfort) 5f our ISR 4 
avec; or elſe ſome vnely of theſe ProdigiourEvetits ſhall de ſoace. ** 
knowledg'd ; bur then, at whoſe-feer muſt we fir-ro-leatn which 
{re onely the Interpreters of the [power of Nature, and Which ate 
iv; Þyi:xari, Gods: meſflengers ro proclzim to a Nation that the 
dayeof 11svifieationareapproaching d.:Cerrainly :fignsof judgments = 
extraordinary, muſt chemſelvesbe ſuch, they muſt (asrhe yRopane Iſai 44; 9» 
ſpeaks icranochier caſe) be Ther omnwimneſſer/2:d; (like Heralds Which 
prochim 1 war) 'bear upowrhenrſifpoſible) chat og 
zance 'Whereby their office may be known, all 'may fthaderſtatid! to 
what endand purpoſe they'come forth from God; We find' in Seri-+ 
prure, that Gods real ſigns were ; ge, | 55 mighty,tran- 
{cendent rothe powers ad poſſibilites of Narural Agents; thatit,. _-. 
might appear his power was. greatly contern'd iinthem; and that AtS+. 4+ 
they caine forth:upon a- greater purpoſe then the/bare- fervice of the AP 
Jaws of Nature, and the powers of ſome ſecond Cauſes, *- + Exo0d.7.2,4, 
 Bourthly, Thecondition and zemper_ of the Occonomy welare' now Hnder 1 King, 18. 
&dmirs not our expefation of any ſigns from heaven,either vo wimeſs againſt 24, 
the praftices or opinions of any party of men, dr to give notice of an approach- z King. 20.9. 
e's _ cy or judgement | to all which purpoſes they/ miniſtfed herero< Luke 22, 25; 
ore] Mee G07] 4%" 1-175 902 a 8020 
God was pleas*'d heretofore (ſuitably ro the non-age of the 
Church )to addreſs himſelf very much tothe lower facultics of the 
Soul, (Pharicy and imagination; )'xccordingly wefinde Prophecies: 
deliver'd ih vehemetit atd unuſual ſchemes of ſpeech, ſuch agare 
2pt Lreatly to ftrikeand' affect upon ons ng. Chriſt waspro- 
mis'd (os one ſpeaks): ſub magnifics & edmirationem factenribna (34e8h, 
che: myſteries of the Goſpel were held. forth in moſt ſplendid types 
_ and ſymbols, atid the 14w;6f God forc'rupon the' ſpirits of menthere- 
rofdre by ths terroms of y thunderi heaven and a Surning: moth. Webira.g: 
rain, and 1 ſpetdy V engeaticeupoii the deſpiſcroduzeof, theTpirits **<2-155 5+ 
of good men carried out to aCtions and tempers beyond: theit"fiaeu> 
ral capacities, by the pregnarit and vigorous fles of the divine 
Spirit, and the fears'of the Chirchexcired, and her faich-affifted by Pal. 74, 5. 
mightyfleneand wonders; (the: withdrawing whereof the 'Chugch — * 
bewayls,.:eyall-vaniſhinga3the light of divine'Revelacion; prez _ 
vair'd, as ſtars doe upoh theappr; svf daylight. co 01 tht 
But they which talk of and look for any ſuch vehement expreſfi- 
ons of Divinity now, miſtake the temper 8 condition'of that Oeco- 
' nomy Which the appearance of our Saviour hath now put us under 3 
wherein all thingsare to be managed ina more ſedate, cool, and 
filent manner, in a way ſuited to, and-expreflive of the'temper our 
Saviour diffover'd intheworld, ho cauſed not bis voice t0 be heardin the 
ftreets ; and to the condition of a Reaſonable Being made to be ma- 


X nag'd by ſteady and calm arguments, and the words of W yu TIT Eccleſ.9.17, 


Ifa, 42-2, 


UM|I 


SEN 


*"Mat,16. IL, 


'Heb. r2, 
'26, 27. 


['Mat.-23.14, 


© Goſpel come forth cloth'd in 


- Kingdomsof the World] by t 


gether the main. body of theenſuing Diſcourle, 
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heard in quiet [ina ſmooth /and ſerene tewper;] the 


the mindsof men are not now drawn intoecſta be Sans ſuchyehe 
mentand great examples of Divine-Power and\J 


.oiour Wrought were of a:calm and gentle narure [curing the blinde 


' reſtoring theſicke andlame, not cauſing of thunder and ſtorms, 3 


\ ; [ 
” 
+» a» - 


Samuel, bit appeaſing them}, none of them ſuch asthe Jewsca 
For, onjifie In T8 vegve, fi 


IF, OWj4e gns from heaven, ſuch.prodigigus and af- 
frighting thunders and fires which attended the delivery ofthelaw 


rene : tnyſteries of the 
2teand intelligible forms of ſpeech; 


| ce-as attended 
© the lower and more ſexvile flate of the World, The miracles ourSa- 


% 


| 


and theſpirit of Elijah. Indeed the Veil of-the Temple was -rent, the” 


Sungreadfully eclypſt, the Earth terribly ſhaken at his death; bue 
theſe aſtoniſhing wonders were made uſe of as'his laſt reſerveto 
conquer the prejudices of an obduratepeaple, upon whom kis more 
geatle and obliging inſtances of Divine Majeſty made no impreſſion: 


- and perhaps theſe prodigious changes in Nature were .intended as 


rophetick emblems of the great c ſhortly to enſue in beaver 
the way of worſhip and regen] and Earth [the powers and 
e power and Doctrine of that Per» 
ſon who then died upon the Croſs. ; Kt 
That mighty ruſhing Wind at Pentecoſt Which was iflu*d in a ſofe 
and lambentfire upon the heads of the-firſt Preachers of the mae ye 
waspoſlibly a figure of that more vehement and terrible State 
the law, which uſher'd the way for anddetermin'd in the more 


. ſedate and gentle diſpenſation of the Goſpel, God hath now (in a 


great meaſure) left gh of mento heaven by viſible terrours: 
the law of the Meſſias was deliver'd upon the mount 1n the ſmall and 
Rill voice, and is ſet home -upon the hearts of men by the terrour 
onely of a aorirteyr xeie,a more heavy vengeance in another 
World; then what overtook the deſpiſers of Moſes. law.: God ex- 
peep now that'we ſhould be judiciouſly religious, and ated to his 
ſervice by a Fpirit of love and of 4, ſound minde, to fear his threatnings 
more then the burnings of '$inaz; to leok-upon a bad man (fince the 
appearance of Chriſt to takeaway fin) as the greateſt Prodigy, and 
eo axpevciobgnt of an approaching -judgmentwn 7 Errati Natur. 
TR, uli.  _ 5 | 3 ET 
; Thus have I endeavour'd the-proofof the Thefis propog'd, by ſome 
general Reaſons and Arguments:  -Others there are of as great mo- 
ment, Which (that T' overlay notthe Readers patience): ſhall be 
reſerv*d as ſo many. nerves and finews torun through, and holdso- 
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_ $0 be ſigna operantia of any evils in Earth The Neulry- 
the ſpecafick Nature of 4 Comet, prov'd no incenft exhulation | 
ſuderazions: further evinc't no effeCtive cauſe of evil, from. phe din 
and the acknowledg*d altitude thereof. Three - Arguments: q0,prove them 
norto be Yigna i ntia of any-evils.Tbe difhpoutty of r | 
errour whic \ bozromes i in phancy and imagination,” co Yori NOR 
ticular diſcourſe concerning ſome other Prodights: nu þ 


if We which the BY of our wy mechad lays nexe: iefarres. | 
is the proof of the Theſis propes'd by a particulas :IndyGtion.. 1 


Jhall therefore dire& my. thous upon:leme, (twere-to:: | 
the Argument to ſpeak to many.) Prodigies,,Which have been : 
ehoughs the moſt plauſible 49: the horipur of /bejog:fm- 


ropherica; pens yt ich Comers areof mote eipecial regard, 
and have been” receiv'd (by the faith or fears: of moſt.times) 25 2 
kind of Beacon fir'd he, caven tak the World, and togive - 
intimation. of an approaching ex ae naps <6 
ſcems to the eye. of ignorance : he candies of Elaming:(vor 
or fiery rod,and rocarry che dreadfull ges of ſome mighryſcourge Fes 
ar'd to corre a froward world Wi Witte Poetic os 
{eth asa ruldcaſe, | | : 
"2, ovedeinedif unquam owlo ſdeffzrum impuns Cone: 
A. comet never ſhone from Heaven co give het rpms Gary y pannick 
fears, - The 4Aſtrologers (as confident of « og wen 
ticks of the formal cauſe, of any. ſuch nouual-ighes) M_ 
ſelves upon the aPpeAtaureg of them to bethe Filit twvdculi Which - - - 
are to expound to the world: theſe- plan's charaQers of Heaven, 
Indeed any peeracins and unwonted w iwthe face of heavy 
1s thought (1 ike a frown) a prefage vl: pne emits eu 
RY: _y che. thrane/'of juſtice 


nl, partly betaule Hea ven,a@onc ber 
whence tis moſt proper eoex » of Vengeance, but e one: 
. 2 fd *and. co 


iepans wh Siena not 

1ts parts. /(Whereby it geproacheths the Lunacies:and-irreg | 
of this. Jower- world) Gem to, afſuxe that Anomalies atiany time 
theregn cannot Mlye ex —_—_ - fed Conſili0 Dei,ficom the mature © 
of he fb <q wiſe p poſe of es days gen to Warn be- 
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Res perplex- 
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omnem fere 
conarufn elu- 
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illa & con- 
jefdurairein 
occutta, tan- 
zum licet, 
*Nec cum fi- 
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- NIend1, nec 
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quendi, quod many becauſe 19 


dit. From. de often) in Divinity:to mi at deal: 
Com. 1. 3, . nothingiof.a-greardeal;!'Wefell from God-by reaching afrer the 
 knowledge-of thingsroo high for ts, and *tis a mercifull juſtice that 
| Nobis rimari weſhould:be humbled into aſenſe-of our finand©ignorance by our 


"Nat. Q 1,7, 


a 


- 


® 


nous 2 ances-if the. 


N- 
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mtendingthe*heav of the air they are thought to 
vers; © promote choler in Princes; and Nations, and foro lay that 
fachan-men;whichwillſ6on breakforth into the -flames of publick 
was andcoahigns-:7 001%; ANTE: FI9CH 03 HR Les 4s 

- The Reaſons Ifhall renderroperfwade the contrary ſhall not be 
x fe nota traumph but 2 victory; and would nor 
that.thispart ſhould ſwell beyond the juſt meaſnres and proporrions; 


debemas, cog- Iſhall content my ſelf with tome few taken from this threefold To- 


noſcere nun- pick, Thee Nawre; the Dimenſions, the Altitude of a Comet, - _ 

quam Pote- i: 1;Jargue'it t6 be no Operative ſegnevf evil thigloWer World, from 
rimus. Fien, the General-Nature tberedf. As forits more ſpecifiek and*diſtin&t Na- 
de Comer, tre;itis thatwhichmany Philoſophers have ſhot their bole at, bur 
P. 28. itis hard to ay (at this diſtance) who hath hit the mark. Enquiries 


about heavenly bodies uſually conclude in wonder and doubt: Ac- 
cordingly/(in this argument) we ſhall finde all forts of Philoſophers 
(anciettand modern) profefs-chemſelves nnreſolv*d, and'modeſt, 
but. onely :therryuow?d Followers 'of W{rifiorte, whoſe uſage is (too 
ake a greatdealof nothing ; and #n Philoſophy, 


being pos'dimthoſe:'things whi 
my oNs rout! 9 


moſt converie with; or are 
nderiigng;: 1H py thoſe notices We canarrive 
to of the General-Narure'of ::Cormaewill ſufficiently ſerve the repre? 
henfion &f that vulgar condeirinow-before-our conſideration: Fae 
*tis: Malt -Preco Þ 'Bor it Lange win an evidence-#5/great as 
the matter will bear, - 1... Thar 4 Comer n0 exhalation ſet-on freq (the 
rear: looge which the Opinion turns upon) 's That it #4 kind of 
PReAVEnty OOAY. (ff: oo {810451 MERIT rf 240 hl Bo PHT 
_ Firſt, 1: & noexbatationincenſt;.>This may appear firſt fromthe cox- 
ſtant #quality and. evenneſsrof itr light and rgares'the main” body. bf a 
Comet isobſery'd to maintain an-even'andiconftant torundity, and 
Mg | 01 | Hh to 
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4 yp : . 
Sea, 2, ' Of: Natural Prodigjus, _ "nu 
to ſend forth a direQtand: uniform ray of by ne theirgyl or train 
rhereof.: whereas if it were a'fire, it would ſhift irs/figures aceord- 
ing asthe. neceſſity of 'that Pabulum whereby it/is'mgintain'd,/did 
requirezand would appear greater or leſs according asit had more 
or leſs fubdu'd and preyail'd upon the .matter which it /ſpenr its - 
force upon.. Beſtdes Comets as are (like the Planets) in their 
motion,a kind. of ſtel/z erratice, fOAlfo like them-iin the Natureand 
quality. of theirlight; they-do-not ſetmillare, and provokerhe eyets 
more intenſe notices by any new and-uneven ER 

whereas fire ſparkles, and is alway in (either dire& or circular) 
mot10ns. & | | | ts | 
. 2, Fromtheclear and conſtant viſibility of them. "Nothing checkes and 
intercepts our full and free view of an appearing Comet, but (what 
may alio obſcure the ſun) the interpoſe-of a cloud, Whereas: were 
they incenſt exhalations (of ſuch vaſt dnmenfions) a Comer' muſt 
neceſlarily carry its own Earth about with it to eclipſe-it ſometimes 
from our light, becauſe it is ſuppos'd (like a torch) in the purſuit of 
its pabulum to burn downward, (though it: be apparent” that Comets 
extinguiſh and become inviſible by moving: higher: into the Hea- _ 
yens): becauſe the more groſs and nninflamed -parrs muſt fometimes 
needs ititertuprt our fight of that fire which hath-ceas'd+ the parts 
which lye next the ſun, or the (ſuppos'd) elementary fire, which 
the vulgar doctrine aflerts the: occafion of theſe. prodigious fires 
in heaven, Fa +;frrr05 977 1 rite * 

. 3. From the Uniſormity and fleadineſs of their -motions, Comets Nulls i2ni- 
though not all ſubje& to oneand the ſame law of motion (becauſe bs ordinariz 
obſery'd indifferent in their motions:roany quarter of 'Heaven) yet & celeftibus 
are'all noted to proceed with a very great conſtancy and uniformity; zter flexum 
to deſcribe exactly a ſegmentof a great circle; and: not to beatted'to eſt, fderis 
any ſuch giddy and caſual courſes, as fire, whichs (in the elemen- proprium eſt 
tary Region) determin'd by the air, or the circumſtances of the ducere orbem, 
matter Which feeds, it which Way it {kall move andincline it ſelf. Sen, Nart, 

.4- And laftly, From tbe dimenſions of a Comet, Tycho meaſur'din the queſt. 1. 7. de 
ray] or train of his Comet, An 1577.mninety 11x ſemidiamiters'of Comet.c.z3. 
the earth; and'ſome aſtronomers found in the beard: of that which yid, From 
ſhoneAn, 1618, the extent of 382700, German/miles; (in ſhort) Mer. 1, 3. 
if we truſt the meaſures of Aſtronomy, they have been oft found to c,4. A 7, 
| exceed the proportions of the Earth z Now it ſeems greatly impro- 
| bable that. 1o yaſt a body of vapours ſhould be'drawn together ſo 

long-and1o high, nay impoſſible';-rhe whole; earth: (xf but one vaſt 
 exhalation) being intufficient for its make 'and:fupply. Its here re-+ 
turn'd, that it were indeed impoſſible, : if the body of: a Comer-were 
ſolely of a ſpherical figure ; but a Comet (ſay our:adverſaries) may 
be expanded to a plain, like a cloud, and ſo maintain the opinion 
of 1ts dimenſions: To which we anſwer, that although in ſome po- 
firion;a plain figure may give the ſhew and appearance of a:Comet, 
yet-1t. cannot-1n yay morionand ſite and every pofition''of Behold- 
ers, unleſs ir\beofa{pherical figure; ne hk 
I proceed nexttoa more poſitive- deſcription of the-Nature-of a, 
| D 2 Comet, 


oy 


of Tg $ © B44 WR = - 
"ny Eon OS YE < doc a8: 
SO kao: as ts " O29 , Re 

g pe 26 = > a Wet! 


UMI 


BF og 


: . x : Ke v P = 
05 OS WIE: 4-0 A. Ws, * 5s Wee bs 4 a % 5 » a; 4-4 4 *: > BO 
7 we 4 6 E 7% T%- > . "I a p47 - 
by - 
od T 
= Y ” 


Comet, prov be ſom raven boy, What kinds hay 
body. tic by Rs mepranheyuets ner place Jace argely'o define. 
\ Thar fuc Go wone it:is; Was a truth. credited by the joper.t uffragesof 
theentde Ancient Philoſophers. Ariſtotle ſeems the firſt, who pre. 
funrd; awnſt the ſenſe of- Antiquity; to degrade Comets from hea- 
tht 4 ce of s:, ſer on fire by his gn ele- 

oP Miſes andanather pro: Scbolis, 

which gw < nr recommended to-+the Populacy ) his chief - 
Care:Wasto make (like reeds and canes) generally tmooth and facile 
inthe furface Conely-interyoling here and there a few knotsto exer- 
ciſe the ſubtiler ſort of his- auditors ) not much caring though ir 
were hollow ;-and filt®d-out with little befides'acry words and eaſy 


 ſpecularions, beyond which the moſt never take care ro: ſearch and 


'B | redy to efideavour the proof of chis eruth, wotld beto under- 
Comets ce- valuethe Pains of more able ndertulince in-this argument; and to | 
” teſteseſſed everidoe! che: end to which this diſcourſe is levell'd. In ſhort, (to 
 Mathemati- omit the conſideration of its riſe and ſetting )che Parallax .ofa'Comer . 
ck , praſertim. is found much lefsthen that of the (moon ;, which gives the moſt un- "6 
Tychonecxy doubted report of jes 'exceeding it-in Attirude.\ Befides if-it were 
Keplero, notmuch EIS ws: ks "which exceeds not the diſtance of 
Ruper fic fourſcore miles) irs arcys @pparextze would be ſo ſtrait and inconfſide< 
probatum ut > rable that (as hath: tbeen p parent tt would in two or three hours 
Pudear non quiterun out of the compaſs of our ſenſible Horizon, nor poſſibly 
credere,. continue ſo- long together wikible eo us a5 Comets are envrdUey * 
.c.z. known to doe. 
Art... Our ſecond Argument toevince tharnoevilin this lower' world, 
wes'ir {bf to the malign aſpedts of 2 Comer, is taken; from tbe. dimen. 
ne "Ie ſeems (in'the body of ir)ſcarce equal to the dimen- 
fions of 2 ftar of the firitmagnitude : the truth is, pars minima eſt ipſe 
| Cometa ſui, the true andrea] Comet isthe leaſt part of-its appearin 
fol -» ey: ow _ rar oats is not avcren; oy wore? not any pos 
bſtancta thereof (as. commonly preſum*d 
as the condieienbFub the matter dorh invite Notbe to follow | Furthe the 
ſhining of the ſolar beams through. the more porous a nd ſpungy 
ge sof the head thereof (fome imitation whereof, we ſo 
ve in the beams of the ſetting fun darted through a diſpos'd 
cloud; or through ſame ſmall crevite ina wall, which (after the fi- 
[= rod) firſt cloſe and knir/ rogether, and then ſpread and di- 
themſelves' according as they advance further from the an- 
£#/tia of the matter wherear they enter (for its obfery LL that flillas 
Z the oo roar nag its diurnat motion 1n t h a Co- 
A - 37 mers rayle veere, andreſpe@an” oppoſite e poynt int gy rote of 
BD | that theſe mighey vibrations of of light from its Jaminous body, put a 
4 great fallacy upon the eye, > he 115 it much larger then intruths 
3 _ _K1s: Now thencan itbe by any man that will ow'any 
Np l account of his Opinions'to Reafon, that Gel itſelf) ſo ſmall body, at 
= ſo vaſt a diſftanze, aſfing ſo inconfiderable arime aud: moving 'ſo. faſt. away. 
- Eat be ſufficient forany ſuch notable efſcas as fome eaſy men jn- 
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SeR.2. Of Nataval Progigies.: 
ricle it unto > What Hiſt (lmott); is: is hens of Come expinnts 
2rrivesatusfiain'dand ety LOST r{tition' 9 - 

- to ſupport the confidenceof this. he beer on 2 A 
we, after the obſervation of ſo;many hundred years to le able ar 
effes of the moſt noted ſtars indianllny.cxcept the Sun and Moon? : 

3. Ourlaſt Argument was p the chws wledg'd agroe=uk | 
tbefe wiwonted appearences, Th narſbal them inthe lowe 
place,afliga Gin vaip nes near et ec ore: Now ho Weak & feeble 
2: imprefizon. can a; few ons kindled: at fo vaſt FA diſtance 
make upon this lower world > Mo eecialſ conſidering there is the 
middle region-interpos'd, by its coldneſs fitted to- temper bros 
lify the heated and exciccate ayr , before 1t. mingle he 
which we-here-breath-im. Beſides how little Rs are thofe weaker © 
imprefhons vpon the ayr , to: ſtand before thaſe mrs ſenſible and - 
vigorous alterations Which the fucceeding $o0f the year bar wa 
tinually make upon it? The. Opinion Which alerts Comanero be | 
incens'd exhalations would carry (in my eye) more. fair appear- 
ances of truth, if owing them rather the prelages of ſeaſons health- 
full, anddefireable, in regard it ſuppoſerh ſo many noxious and im- 
pure exhalations conſum & (atſo-vaſta diſtance from- Earth) by fire, 
the moſt potent corre@ive of an infeftious- ayr. 

Theſe Reaſons ſeem ſufficient to reach the proof of aur firſt afſer> 
tion [that Comets. are not fign4 operative malorum} I am next ta 

rove them-not to be figns indicentia of them which I thall endeavour 

rom the indifferency at SF untverſalit of their 4 [<jperTe: and mations. The y 

rent Countries, thatin 
16x8. was ſucceſſively verticabto 4rebie, Perſia, Turky, Barbary, Mo- 
70cco, China, Spain, Fraence: Italy, Germany, Polaud, M covie, "6, NOW 
which of theſe can it be preſum'd. to level its m 0 APRAEs 
Which of theſe was moſt coficern's in.its preſages ? urely none of 


cledoni's ;Juxts I 9a" = 
es, $ec.. juxtas Coronam & im. Fropity CR TA: 
r17, 8c. the cracks and flaws of Whic ;ſcourſe 2 
and viſible, that'ris needleſs to firike it with any Re; 
more full diſcovery of them... The Aſeralogers ( like ch: 
in their ſofrimaginartion, ſome-phantaſt! 
then fear them asif they were great 4 
have ever appear'd , #0 lengihen- their "cod, to 
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met quos 
nulla uſpiam 


 . pi ſubſecuta 


mi viriſuo 


% 


meta praſa- 
gio, ScalLex- 


Erc,79.S.17, 


L.7. C, I 7. 


miſts in Med: iſts in Scripture-expoſitions, Enthuſcaſts in 
Religion,'Frhureccaſt ogy, y reſolved bps 

on their hypotheſes, thatC(like him in the ſtory). when their hands, 

\:.-thoke httle ng egpare cut off, they 

7. Wall 2 9r diets ribfetbdle: em biting and: revi- 
| - Jing largud' th on Qers. They are - 

| entertained wick ple > gry 
Pufilla res. , with thoſe which arrempt to awaken 4nd or 


mundus eſt, 
miſe in illo, 
quod querat 
omns mun.- 
dus, babeat. 


rnicics 
| xo} axtpmpotÞ bad events conſequent tothe appearance of therh- . ' Particularly ſo 
multi clariſſi- happy was that'Comer Which happened under Nero, that Seneca tells 


atus, peſſun- efteAsin, | 0a 
a Ps Tragedies ra and commonly put mto their Almanick, onely 4d: 
"aa 


. Natur, Due 


©» Of 'Natwral Prodigies” Seb; 
fonsan Pong Motgrbing mag p00 when rapes; } bur 
)to ratifizand make good the. 6 ry” upon/Which 


ſigoifications 2pply'd ro rhen 


teie of imagination, * "i 6: Ms LL: 
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 -ofPhantaſins; and delufive images;; and:that' many ſtories ofthis _- 
\Nature there are Which like Spetres are filled out in ſhew-with body - -- 


-and ſubſtznce, which when: we come to handle-and examine by 
\ making ſearch into-their grounds and eyidence, we ſhall find them 
vaniſhing intothe ayr of common report, or the ſingle reftimony of 


ſome ſuperſtitious.or melancholy imaginant. - And therefore: ( L 


look upon:them all but as (apparitions indeed) things which never 
advanc'd nearerto realities, then the images ofa dream.  * + | / 
\ Lookasin Religion, ſome men (to-preſent God but with a flat- 
tering faith) take great pleaſure to invent new myſteries:therein, to 
fancy a ,649@-; ſomewhat inexplicable inevery article thereof, xill 
they have made ita.contradiftion. tothe moſt natural maximes and 
_ eaſy ſenſe of our minds, and-a ſcandal. to men that-can-diſcourſe 
ſo others are: very. buly in filling up every depth; and- removing 
every real myſtery therein, till they have left no image or footſtey 
of its unſearchable Authour, thereupon'thus it. comes t9 paſs in the 
matters.of providence, ome men are. hugely taken with myPerics 
therein, delighted to hear and relate 7 xazvo7ugyy. ſomewhat new and 
ſtrange» their pi4 Mater is. alway big with ſome religious Legends. or 
prophecy.;. to obtrude upon the ealy; world as 2 divine. diſcovery. 
Others again would remove all prodigies,apparitions-and whatever 
oes off from the figures and meaſures-of common and ordinary, and 


= -—_ 


know) many menare not at all impreſſive to o)ehing relations, bue 


know notto admit a perſWaſon of any thing, of whoſe cauſes, ends ' 


or examples, they are not aware- 


Lucian commends this temper in Epicurus, Democritus, M etrodorys,. In Alcxand.. 


that if any thing rare and wonderfull,. fell before' their. confidera- 
tion, they had put on doſzpay}ivy yroury, a reſolution as inflexible 
25 2damanttoendeayoura folution thereof, and its reduQiion rorhe 
proper ends and cauſes: which if they were able to doe, well and- 
good ; but if nor, toarrcſt all further ſearch' and wonder withthis 
entence, «evdbs br x) uw adudnv, it is'2 lie, and impoſibleto 


be at all. (An eaſy art to maintain- the repute of underſtanding - 
menZ) And we ſhall not ſeldom find men (eſpecially ſuch-as are; - 


arrived at no great experience of-themſelves or things) advancing; 
the length of their own underſtanding and experience ({ like as our: 
Einglith King did his arme) the common ſtandard and meaſure of. 
thetFfuth or falſhood of things; aninſtance of which temper appears 
in their ſlow. and: heavy motioh-to a faith of ſuch things (appari- 
tions amoogyne reſt): whoſe. natures; cauſes, ends' or patterns fajl 
pot Within their compaſs.. But certainly as to be of a.waxen faith, 
impretiive to any narrations of this.nature, isan inſtance of foftneſs- 
and ſuperſtition, ſo an'obſtinate and pertinacious incredulity; re- 
tains a lirtle to Atheiſm, becauſe remoying'one of the greateſt and 
moſt pregnant arguments of a.Deity, and gives cauſe of ſuſpicion 
that the Perſ6n hath ingenium difficulter- ſanabile in Religion, Which. 
(as we may obſerve) is ſo.managed, asto ſuppoſe men candid and 
ingenuous, ſuch as will ſit down with bigh probabilicies, where the, 
condition of the things to be voWnnd, admits riot eyidence-and de-: 
FO | ' v 3 F a 
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rion: The fories of all times ars'Fall of relations of ſuch 


Fw; Fart; of the rudeneſs of giving the"lie to the world. They which have. 

= 1+.0-69- Thing ears for ſuch ftories may have them ſufficiently ſcratchr by 

Gril ts; Gardanze, Grofize, and other writers in this curious argumenr.” -- ' / 
1:2 roſ. Magic,. - Secondly; It feems probable that ſome Apparitions'in the yr. have 
le ſpeiris. Feen intended the adoniners of ſome judgement approaching, 1 hallinftancs 
CI 5: har intwo examples; One mentioned .by Joſephus, who'tells us thac 
Flr? , yy 4 little before the- deftruQtion of Hicruſalem by the Romane army - 
1d {dpuſa 1; pdneyes Wome diver tf ragay ] there appeared a- 
# 7:C,12- mongſtother prodigies chariots and armed companies of hoxſmen 
| illuingout of the clauds-and intercepting the heavens with the muj- 
zirude of their troops, Which-was received by him: and othets (not 
{o drunk with pride and opinjon'as the reſt) a repreſentation (ws ty 


#7») of the marching forrh of mp re ord of bofts withall wartike 


appoynements to take vengeance of that rebellious cicy and nation. 
; Our other example ſhall be taken from an Authour credited by 
Hebr, 11. Apoſtolical citation, the wyiter of the byok of Maccabees, Who ſpeak- 
Ss Ee hed tht rough ol oh rag, fn he pace of aint 40. diy 
; -1t happened” vbat - o all #he caty\- for-the ſpace of- almoſt 40: days 
7 Book Cli.F. there wore-ſcen horſmen running in the ay#; in clot} of gold; and” armed with 
VET, 2. lances lihe a band of Soldiers; SE RO PEASSY OUS, 467 eh. IS 
- And troops of borſmen if array, — one 4g4inſt another, with 
Hakeing of ſhields, and multitude af pikes and'drawing of ſwords, and caſt. 
#ng of darts, and glittering of golden ornaments, and bayneſs of: all forts. 
Afﬀterthe mention of which appatition, we may-read there what a 
Kone of woes and tragedies the- City was made-by the Armies of | 
"Now T think we may diſcover ſome probable and darker cha- 
br ct divine figns upon theſe examples, bur eſpecially the firit ; 
| nd that, | 
Romphaa ſcil. © x, "Becauſe our Saviour propheſicd that the deſolation of that people; ſhould 
de clo Urbi he prefac'd by ſtarfull pebts, and. great fgns from heaven, Luk, 21.11. x 
ammimens, place which our expoſttours generally conceive fulfilled in that and 
flamma in  gcher prodigiousaccidentsrelared by Foſephwe, (aid ſubſcrib'd'unto 
Templo viſa, hy Euſebius b; 25-the atrati & deformes nuncii of ſo fearfull a/deftru- 
fores Templi (truQzon asenſned, © . Was 

Jponte apertz,  , | Becauſe rhe deſtruftjon of Hieruſalem was akinde of wiſible prophecy, 
currius & ar- and 'type-of rhe final deftruftion of-the world :- now. that the 'fign and'thing 
mate phalan- ſfipnigedmightthe more exatily touch ; 25 at the laſt day,the beavens 
ges conſpete ſhall bt on-fire, and. the earth: With all its works' be burn xp,'and' the 
 2n nubibus, Whole Creation feel its final and 'moſt dreadful pangs and throws; 
Wy. forthe deſtruQion of Hieruſalem was uſher'd by its. coÞwres,, fearful 
Grot, 1n-loc, fights, mighty Earthquakes, a fiery ſword, - a flame inthe Temple: 
| Andasarthe laſt day, the Angels ſhall bethe Miniſters of his juſtice, 
andiocreaſetheterrours of his coming, by attendingthe Judge of 
quickand dead, (Mat-25. 31-) ſo this judgement-upon Hieruſalem 
came With obſervation, andthe ſolemnity of Angelical apparitions- - 
” _ (repreſented by chariors, and armed+ companies, ſuitably to or 
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© The Chriore, of God are Bf. 6R/27, 
thorr, ſome of the. Prodi- 2 K, 6. 17. 


\.. Orac. Sibyl- 
bed: 
Protinus &-medio lrſu, Inx aurea ſolem 
Deſeret, && terram ſulgenti lumine luna 
 Sanguiness gutth ftellantibus irradiabis, \. 
. > Signaque ſaxadabun, ep in alta pralia nube 
. ._ .Cernetis peditumque equitumgue fonantibus autre. 
Andlib.4. 2 2 I 
Enfes a#que tubz pmul, & ſole Exoriente 
Terribilem ſonitum, mugirumgque audict omny © { 
:  Mundns | L444 | 
Of Whichand thelike paſſagestherein occurring, ſome: (prefuming 
upon the pretended aq of thoſe Oracles) conceivethe ſtrange Beginning 
Prodigiesrelared by Ovid (not as an Hiſtorian but a Poet) lib.. x5, 5. 1,7. 
Metamor.to be but an imitation; 10 great the agreement between ferunt inter © 
them both in words and matter. Ry Nigr0s CHedi. 
Thirdly, We ſtalLobſerve that Gods works of 4 more catholick concern, ; - ren (a 
have been-uſhered with ſome lighter eſſays #0, and repreſentations of them : Terribileſqus 
thus the ſeveral. appearances of 'God in the: ſhape and figures ofa ,,.- - 
Man,are commonly receiy*d as the preiudza; (a Kind of wxgairiadlat) oO 
to that great miſtery of the incarpation. The general converſton of 
the Gentiles was asit wereeſlay'd'in the particular converſions now © 
of a perſon,and then of afamily to the Jewiſh Church. The univer- ; 
fal conflagration of the world ſeems limn'd forth-in the fiery deſtru- 
Qion of Sodom and Gomorrah; That. mighty ſtorm of vengeance 
which fell a__ Hieruſalem and the Jewilh- Politic , Was prefac'd. 
(by ſome lefler drops )-the many. miſeries, which our Saviour ftiles. 
dpxir adÞ\ivor, the beginning of ſorrows : and thoſe judgements of an 14, 24.8; 
unuſual make and: charaQer, which ſometimes overtake more "0 
publick and notorious criminals, ſeem a kinde of prajudicis judicii, 
and aflurances that God hath appointed one great Day wheremn be will 


judge the world in righteouſneſs. Thusthe relation of his going forch. AR-1T-35. 
to his ſtrange work indeed, upon Hicruſalem, attended withtheviſible 


2pparitionsof Angels: in armed rouphin the oy may be concluded. 
probable; that ſo there may beſome lender draught of the folem- 
_ nity of that day, when the thrones of Fudgement ſhall be ſer, and the 
Fudge {attended -with'ten wa ro times ten thou ſand miniſtring unto him ) 
proceed to his laſt AR of juſtice upon theunrighteous world. 
Theſe con tions incline: me-to: receive this narration and* - 
the ſignificancy thereof (eſpecially becauſe not knowing! where to: 
fix the accomp ne -of one. Sayiours-prediftion; Luk; as: 21. but $4 
SACS | io bank ebay T7 ng 


Dan. 7.10, 
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WEE V; l q a; apes Tag: 4 ee ebanbe Fr + OF. F a | 
- —__,*—- - adds, immediately after this. 
EO IEBoYin credible, erty air og: "4 evi 
#422 "+ ſages; as alſo becaule-it will : 
Hkeabd 


*-* Stories related in Scriptiire epbus,thath 
- lationsto the common hum oth h 
_making them to ſound as much as much as might be tothe glory a 
; -hdncurof his own Nation” ++ oth, Ron gr een 9gts Ct a 
'KIdaP@ Ald . 2. Becauſe he hath pit in onefly (the ſtory of a Heifer; whiclt come- 


03 7295 whey 

Quorey E75x40 
7 Gpre oy Ty | Res | 
po ev. _. Becduſe; whereas be there alſs relates the ftory of the Priefts their 
= Is ark LAW. going into "the Temple about Pentecoſt to atrend the Sacra Veſpertina, and 
= ba rivs that voycetherein wlabaivupus Hedey, let us goe bence, ſe- 
e 


ASS, KH * 
3 "cond 


Expanſe ſu- 

bits ores : ; 119; 

delubri, @ is relation:to 

_Eudita major concern my ſelf to throw out a-relation, which hath had peaceable 


bumana vox, poſſeſſion ofthe common faith for ſo many ages; for (to lay no more) 
excedere tis 1n,mafty regards, an example extraordinary , and *tis a good 
Deos, fimul yg axime. cxamples extraordinary neither break arule, nor make one. © 
zngens motus Upon Whichaccount alone, Thave no great fear that the other in- 
excedentium, france wil much prejudice ourc2uſe though allow botha truth 'and 
Hiſt. Jod. _  aſignificancy ro that apparition :. eough perhapsI ſhould-not have 
Ko-j judg*d ſo much in favour thereof had I not been brib'd by the au- 
thority which the ſuffrages of ſo many wiſe men, and the antiquity - 
of oh: thour ſeem to drive upon: that Apocryphal' writing wherein 
A tt.1is found.” © STE. FLO £ hag $-t 
| : .*Fhirdly, There appears not now any ground at all:toreceive any: ſuch ap< 
Propol. Jo. * paritions2n the ayr - the vertain path hee monitours of any er frm 
ESE -. enſue pon a Nation, andthat, | 
-- * -*-—= (Firſt, Becauſe 'we bave no warrant from the Book of God, ſoto regard 
them, having neprecept at all to oblige. us, nor yes any example.theremn to 
ce ET hefigns of future events which we ſometimes find God 


's ma opes of,vereſuch-as. (ont of their infticution) were no-way 
: apt toforethew any.any ſuchevyeor valley were moſtoqumonty jent 


9-64 gk k 
Rog 
"Me 


oy OE ON TCR NW ety 07h Ty FL x78 PER DT In 7 it 
« SS £5 EIN «Ne RY Ea” ro, + 4. 4&5. a 4, 


, Eg L x a ei a RE AE hb 
Wb RE SS EN 2 ee a ; 6 OA 4 £08. Ede 2 3 Fs: "0 
COL OT I > - Bobs tg Ps ate 4 0% * Fa 
ES Cat pv, . 644 
£ TE OS 7 2 AE. We, 
"I Woe Pos v 
OF - -_ 


hath a1 2446 3A 3-37 bn 5 
4 7 ” Fe en 04-1 OE Rr, ©: " 
on OE ” THE © "BE. + TR 22 I MS . x1 Try P L [£35 i NW, (5445 SPY 7, 0 f ” 7h 5 
NY, _—_ A 4 Ws 2 "AE  IieET Ke 2; - PF 5:4 IX : 4 s >» FO18 bv $4 
es tis». A Pb 6 Fn FIN ns ib ek Sens PW A” x0 LOR 409 if. TN 7 TS ae" 8 2 0 A BON baR 
8 © SELLS wg Ps ex; a, ak - < EC 
> 3 FE SF & 4 's , ” *% I; ds » 
ot” - 
. 


4 kn * cit : __ L q : Sy i " Fr ns * 
© ap. 3. Of Prodigles Preternatural, © 
* = adplacitum, ſuch ascarried no ſimilitudesof: the things whereof they 
\ were fyvs (as the apparitions of armies inthe ajr ſeem-ro do of ſome 4 
4 - fucceeding battel) that ſo none might-be encouraged afterward to <= 
F regardthem as Omens , when again'occurring ;-and fancy that they I 
'* miniſtred atall to the yanity of any ſuch obſervations; Now a ne- -* i 
| gative argument from Scripture, ſeems concluſive enough,'ina mat- - ><. 
: ter Wherein the faith of a-Divine preſcience and providence, and 
mans dutifull obſervance of God in the way of his judgements , ap” 
pear ſo much concerned and afſiſted, as we are told theyare m the G_ 
_ religious obſeryation of ſuch things as theſe, | a} 
Secondly, Such kinde of figns-would lay men naked and expoſed to per- | 
perual delufions and impeſtures : for how often do the antick ſhapes of 
the elouds, ſerve the imaginations of dragons, and armies in the 
air? That word Q'I'TF Zech. ro.x. which we render clouds; the 
LXX ( by averbal miſtake of the radix )) tranſlate gaymoras , appa- 
ritiones : and a melancholy fancy is as ſubject ( to this real miſtake) 
the tranſlating of clouds into apparitions of Churches or caſtles, or 
armies. Can any ſerious Perſon then believe that God would have 
us apply our ſelves to ſuch a Protews as a cloud is, fora ſolution of any 
doubr de futnro, Which can ſhift into any ſhapes and forms of - \2 
things ? Hath he not allalong appear'd to value our underftandings 6. 
at 2 higher rats, then to require then toa regardof things ſo expo- 
ſedto tuſpicion and the conceic of ſome impoſture ? MT 
Thirdly, Such kinde of apparitions in the air, bave been known not ſuc- 
ceeded by any black ad tragical Event. The truth is, Wiſdom ( which 
uſeth to draw her lines by the ſteady and even rule of ſome well af- :> 
ſumed principles ) hath not appear*d'ſo critical an obſerver of ſuch 
accidents and their Events, as folly hath been; and therefore we 
are not. ſo well provided of examples to reprehend this vanity, as Sandys b# 
otherwiſe we might»be.. I muſt therefore ſatisfie my ſelf with a Tran/l.Ovid,. 
| ſingle inſtance which occurrs in'a learned and ſober Writer,-who Mer, p. 291, \ 
delivers it as a matter reported to him by Perſons of good credit, 
how that in the year before he recorded thar/relation., there were 4nno 1629. 
(cen two oppoſite Battalions in the air, lancing.out their ſpears , and diſ- © 
charging ( as at were ) their muckets, vifory now reeling, and in the end 
one fide groing chaſe to the other. Whereas all theſe things proved but 
evitro lewis den followed onely with_jubilees and the vozce of joy 
ard peace in our dwellings for many years. Nor can they be (with 
| any colour of reaſon ) preſumed to foreſhew- our ſucceeding civil 
* wars, being removed by the diſtance of ſo many years.' Now, one 
negative inſtance in ſuch caſes, is of more force to unfix and diſcre= 
dit a pretending rule, then two affirmatives to eſtabliſh it; becauſe 
the latter (the world being ſo full of evils ) may fall out by a kiride 
of chance, or the agency of ſeducing Spirits, whereas the former. 
 _ ſeemtoproclaim ſome neceſfity of the Event in nature, and theno 
| purpoſe art all of God to give notice of any of his counſels by any 
{uch emergencies as theſe. 
Fourthly, I doubt not but many of theſe acry a might be ſolved 
by @ natural cauſe. To Jet paſs the conceir of real armies 5 
- K g t- 
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fghting on earth , refleRted in thecloudsas in a glaſs , (asat beſt,” 
bue an ingenuous yanity )) the ſuppoſed firing of Ordinance a 
muskers, is I believe generally nothing but the coruſcation of ſome 
incenſed exhalations br ng forch by pauſes iy intervals from 
the clouds, and' ( as thun oth ) with the noiſes and terroursof 
thoſe military engines: The running to and fro of horſ-men and 
companies may be repreſented to an ative fancy, by the clouds car- 
ried by the unconftant force ofthe windsto very giddy and unequal 
figures and motjons; The ſtandsof pikes and ſpears may be bur the 
ragged and deformed protuberances of the diſturbed clouds. Onely 
I amapt to believe that Naturedraws the zmages of thele things in 
ſuch rude and imperfe& figures , that men are forced much to afliſt 
and _ the dulneſs and defeRiveneſs of the type by the ficti- 
ons of imagination, LIE | | 

- Eifthly , Some of theſe aery apparitions and noiſes are managed with 
that method and artifice, come forth in ſuch choſen ſeaſons ( if we credit 
relations ) that I doubt nos to intitle them to the power and operation of 
the Aery Principality. Impure Spirits (like juglers) may oft do ftrange 
tricks, to call upon themſelves the regards of the world, and when 
they ſee cauſes big With their effe&ts , may by ſuch figns foreſhew 
them , to derive upon -themſelves , either the Opinion of preſci- 


' "ws I. rh ” s | 4 5 ns F S y ; "S | 6 £ _ q . 
of Prodigies Preternatur al. C 


_ ence, or of ſome greataffetionto men, whom they awaken, though 


indeed it be, but as Delilah did Samſon, when ( the Philiſtines) ſome 
great evils are juſt uponthem 3 or elſe (as S. Auftin ſpeaks ) noxiz 
curtofitatis retibus implicare, to fliy-blow the minds of men with curi- 
ous and impertinent enquiries-1nto times to come. | TM 

Sure Iam , We finde the Appearances of armies and the noiſe of 
arms and trumpets in.the air; found among ſuch bad company ( ſo 
many hatefull Omens and Prodigies obſerved by the Heathen) as is 
fufficient to blemiſh them , and to give ſuſpicion that the obſerva- 
tion and produQtion of both, was owing to the ſame Father of lies. 
Ovid. having mentioned the noiſe of armies and trumpets heard in 
the clouds, relates (as preſages of equa) placeand repute) the-weep- 
ing of Statues the wandring of Ghoſts, the odd: figures and co- 
lour ED Sacrifice ,'and the like doth Y7:rgil in that place fo of- 
ten Cited. | 

The Devil well knew that without the maintaining of: ſome O- 
pinion of his foreſfight1n the minds of men, the fires on his altars - 
would quickly go out , and therefore he appointed all the changes 
in the Exta, inthe face of heaven, inthe births of creatures, in the 
= 4v9, birds, &c. as a kinde of fgns from the Gods of ſome great 
and ftrange effefts; which when he ſaw their cauſes ro ſwell our 
withall, and juſt ready to be delivered of them, he could m_ bring 
about , (all theſe little changes , falling within the compals of his 
| ) that on which fide ſoever the die of affairs fell , were the 

ucceſs of an undertaking on this fide orthat , he might ſtill ſecure 

the repute of his preſcience, by holding his eafie Votaries in hand, 
that the preceding Prodigies Were a Warning of the things which 


fell out: and therefore he ſerved the ends of impoſture much ber- 
| | . | WEN 
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Chap.3z. Of Prodiges Preternatural. | 
ter upon theſe dumb and doubtfull, then his ſpeaking Oracles ; 
wherein he hazarded his credit greatly by rertirning-doubtfullor 
falſe ſolutions to the queſtions propoſed to him defururo: wellthere- 
fore may the Devil be preſumed ( upon an eaſte foreſight of ſome 
great diſaſter) tocauſe the entrails of the Sacrifice to put on a ad 


© h_- 


and unuſual face : (and therefore the Poet upon ſuch an accident, - 


ſpake more truth then ke was aware; 
SY -=-= casique in viſcera Tauri 
Infernz venere Dei,”---- ) So alſo upon his fight of an ap- 
proaching- battel , he may eaſily give forth a prophertick emblem 
thereof, in ſome fuch martial images and impreſſions upon the aery 
Region, his Proper province. ; | 
If all this ſatisfie not , I ſhall readily deliver the\Reader to the 
freedom of his own judgement in reference to ſuch things. For m 
ſelf, when I findein the Book of God, that holy and heavenly Hoſt; 
not called forth but to wait upon ſome great and important Services 
( the proteCtionof a Patriarch, or a great Prophet, the declaration 
of the Birth of the Son of God, or perhaps ro attend Godsgreat aR 
— Rs upon Feruſalem ) I know not to entertain aiiy ſuch cheap 
and little thoughts of themas once to imagine that the Angels are 
ever ſent forth to run a tilt inthe airto finde the-yain world talk, and 
to tell it news, or that God would ever confer the honour of ſo ſo- 
lemn and great a prefage upona paultrey bartelat ſea or land, which 
is generally intended but to ſerve the luſts and paſſions of men 
which have broken all thoſe cords of love , precepts of charity , 
whereby they Were bound one unto another. ; 


Z 


Fourthly, The Apparitions of evi! Angels, in what places, forms, com-- Propoſ. 4. 


panies, and their premoninions by what voices, and ſigns ſoevcr , ought not 
z0 be attended unto. as the prognoſticks of any Events whatſoever. Man 
relations there are current in. writers and common converſe of ſuc 


apparitions in very terrible forms, and that before ſome great plagues .V. D*. Fack- 
and wars: and I ſhall not once attempt to build my cauſe upon the ſon. Serm. 
ruines of the credit of them all. ( wefinde in Scripture, the fall of Luk. 3.5. 
Saut and Fonathan foretold by the apparition of an evil Angel) pag 18, 
Such apparitions have happened ( though generally in times and DF. H. More 
places of greateſt ignorance and ſuperſtition ) andthat perhaps (as Myſt. Godl. 
was ſaid) that thete lying Spirits may maintain an Opinion of their li, 2, c. 2. 


foreſight of things (though the matters ſignified by them be ſuch as 
may eafily be diſcovered in their natural or moral cauſes )or to derive 
_ a ſuſpicion upon the ſtories of Angelical apparitions in ſacred Writ, 
or to get ſuch a ſtock of credit , whereby they may ſet up cheaters 
with the leſs ſuſpicion for the future : or perhapsin a kinde of petty 
triumph over thoſe men whoſe finstogether With their temptations 
have betrayed them to ſuch fearfull judgements; or perhaps ( evi 
Angels being often the Executioners of his judgements ) God will 
have theſe Apoliyons ſeen (as it were) upon the ſtage before execu- 
tion, that men may know and conſider into whoſe hands, -in all like- 
lihood, their iniquities have betrayed them, y 
But admit the depths of God or the Devil in ſuch apparitions paſt 
| K z our 


mw 
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Pſal. 78.44: 


WS, 


__ 


Propol. 5. 


See the ſtory 
more fully re- 
lated by 

Dr, Jackſon, 
ubi fupra, 
from the Hi- 
ſtorian, 


Of Prodizies Preternaturad. Chap. - 
our fathoming; ſure I am we have no warrantatalltogive any evil 
Spirit the honour of the leaſt truſt and regard , by an obſervance of 
any word, aQion or ſigne of his, God would difown oneof his Royal 
titles, when once black'd and profaned by the Devils uſurpation, 
Hoſ 2. 16, 17- our Saviour refuſed ajuſt and true teſtimony to his 
Divinity, When given in by the Father of lies, Mark 1.24. Gods ſer- 
vants refuſe his good creatures When once ſer upon the Devils table, 
1 Cor; 10,21, We are allowed no fellowſhip with devils, by: whom 
truth isnever told but to ſerve ſome deluſion and impoſture. And 
therefore though we read, Pſal. 78.49. that God ſometimes made 
uſe of evil Angels as the Executioners of his judgements, yet ne- 
"e that he commiſſionated any of them to be the Denouncers of 
them, | | 

\Foreceive therefore the apparitions, voices, drummings, or an- 
tick noiſes of Spirits in any place Whatſoever, a fo: a of ſome 
approaching evils ( as if like ſome ſtrange creatures in the ſea, they 
uſed to ſhew themſelves, and play 1n fight againſt a ſtorm ) is to con- 
ſult ſhame to our ſelves and our Religion; To our ſelves ] becauſe 
rendring our ſelves thereby to the ſuſpicion of having a great cre- 
dulity and curiofity, (pregnant arguments of a ſoft , vain , and un- 
furniſhed minde ) To our Religion ] deriving upon it an appear- 
ance of falſhood in thoſe many aſſurances it ofters us of the treache- 
ries and. impoſtures of thoſe forlaken>Spirits. Such apparitions re- 
port nothing to us with truth and faithfulneſs, but (what they tempt 
men leaſt to believe ) the Being ofa.God; and ſo (as the Vipers 
fleſh cures its own biting ) enable us to quote the Devil againſt Sa- 
tan, and to caſt him out by himſelf. It is therefore our witdom not 
to invite the Devil ſo far to be our Oracle as to youchſafe the leaſt 
creditor regard to any of his prophetick ſpeeches, poſtures, aftions; 
but to reſolve to take the goodneſs and providence of God as ſecu- 
rity ſufficient for the peace and compoſure of our minds , and notto 
put our ſelves out of his keeping ( and ſo make way for the accome 
pliſhment of any of them ) by any diftruſtfull fears, ariſing from 
any figns whatſoever given forth by ſo ſworn an enemy to God, 
truth, and the peace of man, | "El 

Fifthly, The appearances of good Angels are now rarely given , hardly 
diſcovered , never to be expefted; I fay, Rarely given) Ido notſay, 
never, left I ſpeak withoug book. To omit ſome very probable rela- 
tions of this nature, that Apparition is uſually thought a Herauld 
from heaven Which adviſed Fames the fourth of Sco:land ( in whoſe 
counſels at that time the concerns of a Nation were wraptup) to 
forbear ſome vicious praCtices, but eſpecially the fighting of his 
intended battel with the Engliſh ;9n thoſe words, Kex, Egoad te 
miſſus ſum ;, ut te admoneam , ne qus inſtituiſti progrediaris ;, quam admo- 
nitionem ſs ncglexeris, non erite re tud, nec eorum qui te comitabuntur. 
W hich counſel he negleQing, himſelf , moſt of his Nobles, and ar- 
my fell in that facal battel. . Hardly diſcovered] For how eafily may 
the Devil impoſe upon our ſimplicity in the livery of an Angel of 


light Thovgh I think this negative figne of ſuch an apparition 
ip 8h 1 think chis neg an apparion, 
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' -Chapg, Of Prodigits Supernatural. 


faithfull enough, viz. That theſe Sons of God never debaſe them- | 


ſelves to ſuch antick ſhapes, ludicrous poſturesand ations, monſtrous 
forms, weak rites which evil ſpirits (deſigning to get to themſelves 


.thehomage of a great fear from ſome men; or to abule their ima- - 


roenrong, or to diſhonour the image and figure of man (whom they 
o much hate) or to appear rather ridiculous then abominable) uſu- 
ally doe. Never 10 be expeted] becauſe never promiſed : befides con- 
verſe with Angels 1sa blefling which our ſtate of infirmity could nor 
bear, and our tollies cannot well admit, i 

And this I ſuppoſe may ſuffice to tender concerning theſe ſegond 
kind of Prodigics fignal ;, StiPd ſo (ex communi fide) becauſe vulgar 
faith hath prefer'd them to the repute of divine figns and intima- 
tions; whichI1 thought fit again to intimate, to excuſe the ixdecorum 


of my applying of the term Without the reaſon thereof; ſo frequently 


unto them, 


« CHAP. IV. 


Concerning Prodiees (in appearance) Supernatural, 


Some Prodigies inſtanc*d in,which ſeem Supernatural-the truth in reference 
z0 them deliver*d in 4 Propoſetions, Lying Oracles and Miracles of 
eſpecial uſe to advance the Devils kingdome. Strange events not to be 
eaſily judg*d miraculous, and why. The firſt fiery eruption of Veſuvius, 
probably concluded a figne of judgement, and the reaſons of that aſſertion, 
What 10 be thought of that fiery ſword which hung over Hieruſzlem.- No 
prodigies (in appearance) Supernatural: 30 ge recerved now 4s fogns; 
and why ? 


f ſonic are ſome events (Which the hiſtory of times preſents us 
with) of ſo peculiar and ſtrange a make and character, that they 
ſtand alone in Nature, and their cauſes ſtand ſo much in thedark, 
that they ſeem to enter a very fair and plauſible plea for the repute 
of a miracle, Such as axe the turning of Ponds and lakes (in p 
pearance) into bloud ; ſwords as of fire ſeen to hang over cities for 
ſeveral days together ; the removal of mountains, or other parts 
of the Earth , for ſeveral furlongs, from their natural places , 
ſome ſtrange alterations obſerved in the motions. and tempers ,of 
the birds and beaſts, or figures and colours of any of the heavenly 
bodies. . With theſe I reckon ſome ſuddain- intercfions of the 
light of the ſun, occaſioned, not by the veil of an eclipſe caſt before 
it» but ſome unaccountable paſſion of the luminous body. it ſelf, 
Such a deliquium we read of immediately ſubſequent to the death of 
 Cxſar, concluded by the Ethnick Poet, a.kinde of prodigious ſhrink- 
ing of the eyeof heaven from the view of ſo.black. a wickedneſs.as 
the aſſ:{ſination of ſo excellent a perſon,who upon occaſion thereof, 
thus exprefleth himſelf, Fa 
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6  _ of *Prodigies Supernatural, Chay,4. 
\ Vir, Georg. | the etiam extinfto miſeratus Cxſare Roman 
I. | Cum caput obſcura nividum ferrugine tinxit, | 


GE _Impiaque aternam timuerunt (acula notem.. | 
Not. in Job. Att example para}lel whereunto, 1s related by Lavater, whoreports 
C,9.v.7, that inthe year 1585. Mar, x2. ſucha darkne ſuddainly coverdthe 
| eatth, thatthe birds went ro rooſt at noon, and the guilty fears of 
men antedated theday of judgment, A like inſtance whereunto (in 
another kinde} is the ſaddain torpor and ſtanding till of great cur- 
rents, and the parting of their Waters in ſo wonderfull a manner, that 
they ſeem to carry ſome figures and imitations of thoſe miraculous 
divifions of waters recorded in ſacred Writ. - 
Such was that (mention'd in our Chronicles)which hapned Anno, 
2399 When the river of Ouſe in Bedfordſbire, parted. aſunder near Ha- 
rold in that County, the warers from the fountain ſtanding ſtill, and 
thoſe rowards the'Sea giving way,ſfo that it was paſſable over on foot 
for 3 miles together. To Which T1 add that unparllel eruption of 
fire from the mountain Yeſuvizs, firſt hapning .in the ſecond year of 
Titus; of which it may be truly faid, thar if all the chara&ters of hor- 
rour, enumerated by Hiſtorians, were —_ weighed, it would be 
hard to finde its pattern but in Scripture, Where we read of 4 Moun- 
Ex0d.19-18- t4in-which quaked greatly , and that birat with fire tothe midſt of heaven, 
Deut. 4.11. with darkneſs, clouds, and thick darkneſs. | | 
Now, though I am farfrom giving to all theſe effeRs the repute of 
a miracle (as may appear by my marſhalling of ſome of them under 
other heads) mich leſs of a figne ; yer becauſe Nature ſeems 
not in theſe asin other Prodigies, to err by any known law, and ſome 
of them at leaſt, are ſo wonderfull, thar (to ſpeak truth) they ſtand 
” in confinio miraculi, 1 thought good to diſcourſe them apart, and as 
inclos'd underanothergame and notion. And the rather, becauſe 
if our Adverſaries ſhould chance to call a knub a horn, to ſtile theſe 
Cor ſome other of the foremention'd prodigies) ſupernatural an 
miraculous, -they might ſeem (like Protem) to avoyd all the knots 
oy cannot unlooſe, ( reaſons they cannot anſwer) by ſhifting forms 
and that event: which they cannot advance a ncof the time ſub 
nomine prodigit, they may poſſibly aſſay to doe, ſub ſpecie miraculi. 
All therefore thati ſhall offer concerning Prodigies Supernatural 
(whether in truth or pretence> I ſhall not much enquire) ſhall be 
couche in theſe few eriſuing propoſitions ; | 
Propoſ. 1. Firſt, Tt 4 great example of Kr 1/4 eafily to intitle any ſtrange effett 
; (whoſe cauſe ftands nor ina good light) ſupernatural and miraculous, 
and'that upon afour-fold account ; pos: ,-> ; 
1. We __—_— not wp" 2 extent and compaſs of that ſphear of a#ti- 
vity ered tobare natural powers, nor how far they may (1n ſome cir- 
cumftances) exceed the lines of common and ordinary operation, How 
many works of Art are there, ſcarce the wonder of our days, the per- 
formance whereof, in the rudeneſs of former times, would have 
prefer'd a man'to the repute of Fimon Magn, the great power 'of God? 
who would not (rwo orthree hundred years agoe) have vouchr the 
breaking down of mighty walls by the force and powers of a Far 
; : .DIJAC 
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blackduft, as great an impoſſibility, as the Indians.did the commu. 
nicating by letters at ſo great a diſtance ?. we, underſtand-not fully 
how far our notions of poſſible and impoſkible (when we are -a- 
mong(ſt Agents natural) arefixt and faithfull. As for the miracles 
emo by our Saviour, leaſt any ſhadow of natural power might 


ſeem to afliſt and ſo to diſparage them, he uſually exerted his Divi- 


nity in rayfing of the dead, reftoring of a man born blinde to ſught; in curing 


the woman whom Art bad given for deſperate, Luk. $. 43. in commanding 
the wave and ftorms intq reſt and filence with a word; and ſuch like works 
which evidently appear*dto lie extra vias nature, ſuch whereof no 
magician ever attewpted the counterfeit : otherwiſe his miracles had 
left open a Wide door for infidelity to break outar. 
2. We underſtand not ſully bow far the power and dominion of the Prince 
of the powers of the Ayr extends, and bow far he is able td ape a Miracle, 


by thoſe wonderfull impreſſions, he can make upon natural bodies. We read 


_ of his doing great wonders, caufing: fre #9 come down. from heaven, 
Rev. 13-13. The two ways whereby God hath advanc'd his king- 
dom, are Oracles and Miracles z and we ſhall finde Lucifer his ambi- 
tion of being $imilis Al:iſimo, expreſt in his ( cough) Auues ty THE 
LS, lying Oracles and miracles. For we read of the deliyerers 
of falſe prophecies, and the doers of falſe miracles foretold as imme- 
 diately ſubſequent to our B. Saviours aſcenſion, Mat. 24:24. and ſome 
expound thoſe two horns [3m deviw] like tothe Lamb , which the 
Dragon is {aid to have, of thoſe two powers of giving forth ough 
tinſell) Prophecies and Miracles, Whereby the Devil in his emiſla- 
ries did heretofore ape and reſemble the Lamb and. his followers. 
And fo faira ſtamp aid appearance had he ſet upon them, that the 
World was deceived with.them. Nay Hzerocles ( which: yet had the 
touchſtone of Philoſophy to diſcover them by) was fo far abus*dand 
cheated by thoſe lying wonders wrought by that Arch Magician Apol- 
lonizs, that (as appears from what Euſcbius wrote againſt him.) he 
durſt vie them with thoſe mighty miracles, wrought by our B. Sa- 
viour himſelf, To aflert therefore the foremention'd, or the like ex- 
traordinary Works, to be tranſcendent to the powers and abilities of 
the infernal kingdome, or that evil ſpirits canſervenoends of impo- 
ſture in any of them, is an afſertion which ſeems. to me to have more 
of hear then light therein. i | | 
3. We finde all along that God reſeru'd bis miracles onely. 16 attend ſome 
great and excellent ends and occafions : (0 great that the perſon and ſer- 
vice of Fobn the Baptiſt, ſeem*d notgreat enough to receive the ho- 
nour of a Miracle. We read of but three Ages of Miracles, x, When 
the law was to be given and the jewiſh Occonomy to be ſettled, 
and that amongſt a people too dull and heavy to be-wrought upon 
by arguments and diſcourſes ; 2, When the law was tobe reftor'd 
ro1ts juſt reverence and regard; amongſt that APoftate people (rhe 
ren Tribes) who were fallen into ſolethargick a ſleep, thatthere:was 
noawWakening of them intoa ſenſe of God and duty, but by the loud 
voyce of ſome mighty figns and wonders” 3. When that Oeco- 
nomy Which was founded in figns and . wonders Was now to expire 
| | an 
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and togive-place rothe kingdom of the Meſſiah, It would ſpeak us 

therefore greatly ignorant of theſacredneſs of a miracle. to $ive the 

honour thereofto. every ſtrange relation, of which our philoſophy 

 cangive no very ſmooth and conſiſtent an account. The laws of 

Nature proceed upon' a more excellent: counſel and wiſdom, then 

thatwe may:preſume- them reſcinded upon any little or unknown 
occaſions, __ p46 4h So SORES 

4. God's mirucles came forth heretefore attended generally with in- 

ſtrution; being wrong t by thoſe men of God, pho were able to paint 

to their intended ends, and declare the meaning of God in them. 

Miraclesare.Gods ſeal, and therefore ſome Writing and evidence 

they muſt be afixrunto, :for;:as the writing without the ſeal wants 

authority,ſo the ſealwithout che writing, certainty-and fignificancy. 

Gods miraculous works have been generally level'd to ſome humane 

benefir (either the confirmation of men in ſome 4mportant truth, or 

the curing of ſome deſperate diſeaſe > -or the ſupplying of them 

in ſomeurgenr trait, or-the affrighting of them from ſome deftru- 

- Etivepraliſe) never ſolely to:the adyancement of his own power 

FS - and greatneſs (ſufficiently reported, as the Apoſtle te)ls us, by the 

a things which are made) and therefore tis but neceflary. that we under- 

— faand whaterrandthis or that ſuppoſed miracle comes forth” upon, 

ile £4: 9 and upon what account we are.concern*d therein, Where men un- 

* 14+ 7* derſtand notthe meaning of Gods voice , he (peaks tit into the ayr. 

- Now What prophet have we able to lead us to the true meaning of 

any ſuch great wonder ? if it be Gods Embaſladour, where is the 

Interpreter that can expound its language? 
= 


pon aconſideration of the premiles, I underſtand not how any 
haſty concluſions now ,concerning the miraculouſneſs of any ſtrange 
' y event;canreconcile themſelvesto counſel and ſobriety. . 

Propolſ. 2. © - Secondly, Two of the foremention*d occurrences may probably be admit- 
* ted the intended figns of an approaching judgement, viz. Firſt, That 
_ dreadfulleruption of fire from mount Yeſuviuin Campania (firſt hap- 

ning in the ſecond year of Titws,after the deſtruftion of Hieruſalem by 

the Romane ſouldiers under his command) Which was attended Wit 
» Comment. fuch tragedies, that thereverend 'D. Fackſon doth. more then incline 
on the to believe that the foremention'd places in Foel and S. Luke, had (at 
Creed 1. 1. 0 eve firſt accompliſhmenr in that prodigious everft. A con- 
c.24, & Ap- Jeture which will bi fair for a probability, if We take but a little 
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and in the carth, obzre,'ac aera permeare viſebantur. \Poſthac conſe- 
1 1 m4, Ccutacſi maxima fuccitas, ac repente ita graves terra- 
morue fatti, @&'c. Dio; Hiſt; }, 66- - | : 
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þ meth Nature; the commonneſsof his otherworks being apt to Soyl 
ns fm to keep men from! attending:to all thar Wiſdom and un- 
earc | On: 


the Reader the tedium of any repetition, + + PIE 
n | ? s. » FA _ . T, 


Remedies adviſed Exinf the Superſtition of 
- * __ Prodigies Signal, © + -| 


Some men greatly propenſe to judge by meaſures vehement and extrao/lnary, 
ard why, The evil of the common ſuperſtition of Prodigies further noted. 
5. remedies advi”d againſt it, 1, The diſcarding of all jealoufics 
of God. Theſe an eſpectall.occaſ#on of this ſuperſtition in the minds of the 
Gentiles, 2, The avoiding of any grearfearsor hopes in reference 
to the future. Theſe apt t0 make men regardfull of Prodigies and Pro- 
phecies, with the ay. thereof, 3, The ny of natural philofophy. 
The nature of knowledge (in general ) to fortifie againſt the fears of evil, 
4 (0 meets uſefulneſs of natural” oitonr v4 hereunto. 4, A-gxeat 1n- 
diflerency of minde as tothe iſſues of things in this'world; "Perſons 
»oſt 1n love with the world moſt (ollicitous t0 know its fortune; evidenced 
in the Fews and Gentiles. 5. The diſcarding of that vulgar princi-. 

»ple, That God gives us [now? figns of 'times. © That 'queſtton [whe- 
ther there be any or. no]- anſwered in three concluſions, The 'vaniny of at- 
tending to vulgar prophecies. reprebended; An anſwey to Luke 24732, 


brought for proof of them. Why ſome figns of deftruftion groeto-rhe 
Fewiſh nation. ' Great changes in the world "not eafily foreſeen, ani why, 
Times hidden from men, with the reaſon thereof , men greatly" addifed 
' ro regard any pretenders t0'divination; the evil of propofing of '0r azrend- 
zng 10 anyfigns of rimes. "NSW 49-1 mA Me EAA 
TH=* are a company .of-men in:the world, whoſe melancholy 
&- faucies:(like the Cyclops 1n the Poet)are: perpetually imploy'd 
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ments. 
regards. ſhall ſcrip tures, laws; ſober coun- 
fels pd pune eee Ade png, of the + rimes_and-what # fit tobe 
done, beentertained, if the lighr of -knowledge, in matters ſacred 
or civi be once thought clearly into. fuch crackt and 
craſy brains; as are- not ſeldom; inp wo «CUrioUus aAnoery, to fuch 
cthingsas theſe > the true fears of religion, would be read ay to flie 
away (like the ſpirits of overhenced, Lquours)if overaRted by ſuch 
ſtrong and continued jealoufies of heaven, as the” raoR of 
_- Prodigies (inthe latinde: contended: for) would certainly ſubdue 
the nands- MEA s unto, Beſides no man. (that believes himſelf) 
ſhalkever be able to poſleſs himſelfin peace while his inward houſe 
_ 1s haunted by fuch ſis offearas a ſuperſtitious perſwaſion of pro- 


sWillbealway raifi Within him. 
Wha 0%; therefore, in orc er: to a more ; fo Agree: cure of ſo common 
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matters ; yet ſtill 2298 # 9eov Cpuraorr dmarſes, dm: - 
T2X8, > pon Shpavs, x) Hnvpats yet allcenter'd and met in this great 
ED wie and unwiſe) that God Was 2 good; bountiful! 
and benign Berng.:. the greater wonder to-me it is that ſo many Do- 
rings among, the: H ens,\and Chriftians'too (which Lam not 
_ rake notice of) ſhould be receiv d with a non'obftante ro this 
ve and'exſy ſenſe of the- Divine Goodneſs: and Philanthropy , 
lodp'dinther minds: lar ore on my preſent zrgument leads me to 
obſerve.is: how apt the minds of men ate to'berleaven'd with that 
ſowreconceit (Which cannot dwell with a belief of Gods goodnels) 
- Which. Plutarch juſtly challengeth: in- Herodotus , that 7 5:31 wav 
- | aSomepiv' 4, w mipagodt, the Deity is of an erivious and troubleſop 
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ro_be'(in rhe language of the Moralift) onely-#1o) on 7oit huey) nos 

Thur iLieor,; 4 divine, teſtimony giveniin a ELL ; andiimended 

but to Spin the mid worl reac 


very og rt: Rn fed og Wot M1 e3tit 
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things furure. Lutian well notes that to a man+dig with -y huge \ 
fears or hopes, a forcknowledge of events =ppe rb, 7A clay.” ae” __ . 
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1 Yariety-0r.neW: ſpots obſerv'd#0 and ſet 
: bod 7:of the-fun, ſome- (though rarer), failings of its uſual 
e oe dour. &c.:The orders and cauſes of Nature thus under 
would quickly chaſe uy all choſe Mormos which frighe men in the 
0 their Fee 
or evil. things: 54 aro The more the heart of a man 6 gry eh 
Fthis world; che more; will all chings therein. appear 
ch rooie Fro forthe ſolemnity of a prodigy..the more Wi 
hing+here of value enovgh-to have its fall come wirh 
panda. and theleſs willhe concern himſelf ro know 
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ens h 5: ; and | formunes 45 much embarkedin this world thar 


nero indifferency and deadneſs of minde; as. to the good 


LE IO rs Ea A bard 


OO AG » OY "ICVE IE ; 6 : >a# 36s a8 DES "7" Oe IvFes : + - 2 als 6g : EK A 
a 3 ew APC aft ei Doadtinas; Terr" : TS. , 
v i / * F 14 4 ”". by ? +. 4 . F 
«r % 4 # 4; > S, F 4 ; : 
: BY 44 I I  % - » ® 4% off F 


there. liberal. enjoyment offhis 
| ſolicitous fog OTNIAGOE, 
| Providences, the : —-y of the times, rhe he F rhingss ang ſod 
wasPpleaſed by wore Oracles ous and NECles:t0- | 
hipuelfco th Slow and:word! Leon of theirs... Bur-fince, diemwre 
duftjon of: Shea hope, therene er of ch | 

ſoearce any incimations an nogeer AN þ 
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ay$sta oe. : TE XDTMS; © I C0r.7.3 1. 
thus ſhifte ri GIO oth the-yariqus: Icertbuges. of FGo. mo Aa 


the:graces: of; his: Syirir- 1 in his ſervants, may appear. and a their 
parts by turns + 
Now menare vety impreſſive to this perſwaſion that as God (in 
Nature ) hath ordained figns of ſeaſons enſuing [ tor when the trees 
put fortb, we conclude that ; ſummer # nigh. and.it wilt be: foul weather, Mark 13,28. 
when we ſee redneſs and lowring to. fit upon the eye-hds of rhemorg: 
ing ]- fo thathe hath (in h#. Providence). given, us:opge. o/ xapzr, Luke 16. 3 
ſigns of; the times-approarhing; ſome tokens for.gead onevil, whereby 
we may know whatclothes to put on,- Whether we _ prepare the 
garments of: praiſe to. entertain the joys.,: or clothe our ſelves witha 
reat ſorrow and bumilicy to provent or Prepargeor the aut which 
jo ba res bring. forth... , .;; 
Before 1-h have ram'd. this ground ; Hey\ haſty adyatce this 
concluſion ,; that Prodigies area very: gxenpand 'Pro 
zimes , becauſe every. eye may:ealily foreſee ar ev! feng 
though the ſons of Wiſdom alone are able to foreſee 1 b4-"y FOE 5's 
ble "cauſe? thereof. "But, that this is. 2 very. finking-and deceihl : 
Soil ftand upos will appeaxapon a brief reſolucion;of this 
ion ;:i, #/bether gr no, naw, under4he times gf the bf ey vouch fo 
particular! King doms. any ſuch exrrAFHPUgr 0 rf 07g Here 
tended for-2;} Particular, ig Fil Tr; 4s.for, thoſe figns ſome 
ſpeak fo much of, of the faltof wag chriſt of the laſt. times.,: of 
binding and doofing of Saban, 0 gn FAY leon: wit they are 206! * > $a, 
very puck One and oJogſe and Sgancral, that ( like the 
Beaven bn 3t45 ha ardirg Eter Rr mA ipr Gn $9 2NYcPAtth: 
cular. inte; 296 2nd/place; and it-any Sugh bigns: od hencafter \appeary 
they: will exyerbtber ax Atguments Gods prayidence.and.preſci- 
ence, = 6 WonſroHcy of: pl-rhne juſt diftance-of: time they have. left. 
thoſe Events behinde the Which- they are-Gatlarge/ the forerun- 
ners: and iq arewholly { r0-QUr Preie Ne gngiey (RE 4 ao 
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I 5 <y eſti: 
muſt necefſirily premiſe this wt 6/4 -of "rhe fupy | 
times, Thereare 2. Signs indicantis tantiim , ſuch fig havemonent 
and efottive influence at all upon the Event fucceeding,, bar ſerve 
as2 kinde of Bach Col.onely as vibg Thngs yoice from heaven rode. | 
dren apt ns of more pirged and attentive-cars- Shirts dphokpg = 
_—_— forts, vhe'afpeFts of heaven, ſome old pe 5, pluufsble para)... 
a, {anmany inſtances ) berween the oem apy or mer times and ous 
.  ,  oxnn, ſome ſtared periods of zime beyond which bodies politick bave ering 
Hoſ. 7. 9. obſerved to comtinue without ſome gray hairs nponthem, fn, __ 
great decays , changes and alterations; _ 
Phecies or general fe phy wh in Scripture, Jorc ced by 4 Aroc — AN Of aftrve fins 
2 the narrow at rr and ingereft eh ph ure times and -orcafeons. . Many 
ſuch kinde of fignsthere are ;* W* (betaue T intend not tofoed curt- 
Fam Ce et Prong Sk wemayſyle few s ipo- 
| 2 of { of better name a $14 We may gs Operan- 
1.7/2.9...) Hits fſach figns as ſeem ro carry cireſeScin the he womb of their own 


4901 lufficiencies'; having aninfluenceupon them: citherin a 
Nt wed Chorhe frrn: ofthe i; avg 


tee] -oran dive and phyuad); ws chi general iasand inclingrion 
of a people, the precipitate counſels of men jn truſt, and'many-ſuch 
hke which ack diſcourſes, and che hiſtory of ritnes onay beſt head 


{26631 remiks, "rs unOvertothe queſt ſed i 
E541 4127) Thisprem rerien rt on in 
>  rhoſethweeC fin pb Propo 
2 4 7 274.) . Bbrſt, There arem0 '(urh' Raneendicancth tmninof aj dings in Stares 


+ 119 
* anb-rimes; ar mention bath beenmadeof,” None I fay; tharGod-ever a 
,Of. man may (afely' truſt v0; A trath which 1 thall - 
evnc'd-,'ifl cantegreds Prodigies, Propheries, Hozoeny hrs — 
the honour of being Gois Bows: 'Of all which I Joubr/nor-20 ſay 
os men may call upon. their ownfancies to divine'unro'rheny, 4 
ſe rhetpſclyes in the'viſtionsof their ownheadsz" bur neirher Scri- 
ptare nee.folid! reqſon warranr'us Howto receive any of the inſtances 
3:ag Gvds args ſomegreat plague, 'or miglny changes 
i ens Paves Prodigies to bene bf Gods drfigned t0- 
The orodit ofthis afſertionTſhuld truſt ſolely yrith: Nw" En 
he precedenr! dt olirſe'; adding here" onely, ( becauſe they are 
he 'warnings: of heaven $7 Ki ir woe ar al Hkely, that 
choſe meti whith'wilt oor'be wirne#by-the a+ examples of di- 
e Juſtice cxeant iSatred Writ ;*(1n may 'ſee thern- 
'eyer 1 wfdom-from Protiigies, 
| the fchofewe orthree i 
I de nr on That whole Y 
mp1 0 allthe'bat- 


dypon the ſirm- 
=> of latry eps pe foe: als: es (whe tbullers fly fo much 
overehom) whoſe'threatned vile y'itlooſe generals, and point 
not to any hey Hh4r Fx Of v1, or ware ont 6ondzrion & the 
( þ  gge- 


judgement. Sothatas good men need no ſuch warnings, fo bad ones 
do not deſerve them , To lirde uſe would they1n all probabilitymake 
of them ; if they were afforded. More ſober theretore's and advi- 
ſed the Nofrine couch'&in-thoſe Ethnick fables, in whighthe Pos 
ets feign Nemeſis (Divine Veogeance )-the Daughter of Occanm,and 
Nox, the. ſtrange viciflitude and revolution'of affairs.in this work; 
andthe dark and-inſcrutable counſels of heaven; and the: Parce to 
have had their habitation ina deepcaye, whence they oft iſlued forth 
ſuddenly upon the fecure and inWary Warld. vr . 
2, Pulgar Prophecies are not to bereceived as any figns.of future times, 
It was the /Opinian of fome of the Fewy:-and-:moti of: the Gevsthe Phi | 
es of old , that the ſoul Mm. down _ > regs oe pregna -caps n8. whe do 
witlt a tate parm1, ay em , a: prophetick andproguoftic . | 
power, which. ren here notexert of; 6c | —_ blinde and defett, Orac. ' 
unable te ſee afar off, becauſe of a veilof fleſhand a thick miſt of fah- 
ta{my caſt before. its eye ip this embodied ftate - A-Dofrine , Whis 
the carriage and demeanour of the fau},: While 2 priſoner touts owri ] 
hauſe, ſeeiwsa little to-encourage;.for as the buſh inthe fable-, -ha- | 
ving ſuftzined a great loſs of cloth; ftandsever fince by.the high+ | 
Way andcatcheth hold ot every mans clothes.; in hopes to repair its 
own lofles.; ſo the ſouls of men ſeem-to expreſs a-racit ſenſe of 2 
great loſs 1n regard of the knowledge of things furure , in that they 
ſtand ( as were.) in irivis,and haſtily: carch ar any prerending/Pro- 
phecy and ſhadow of Divination :. and indeed I haye nozbing: { 1n this 
' matter ) more #0 accuſe my env-Nation then orhers of.; it being anar- 
ument of the blindneſs of moſtages and Nations: that they readily 
wallaw down ſuch flies as theſe, when tendred to'them, + |: .:-. 
 Fhis branchof {perſtitionnor dropping much upon our grounds, 
it may ſuffice to ſtrike at it but with this-one conſideration; Such Pro. 
phecies cvidenuly appear no figne of the times, becauſe uot. coming. farih from 
God who; alone i able to declare the gndifrom the beginning -.'* For they 
are often found ( like lines: drawn byono rule) co croſs 20d thwart 
one another ;, * they are generally: obſerved toabuſe mens minds 
with vain hopes and pannick fears; * the ſtyle theyare generally 
livered in: wears the Devils livery, being full of darkneſs apd per- 
plexicy-::f They engage the minde. to. atrendoro hurrfull curioſities, . 
and difficult impertinencies; \* thePare notall:leyclied ( what was * | 
noted efold o Le, 2 10ns}:62955; 740 emgpoplm,: x, 1266 Origen. 1, 7. 
P2THid 1% 42a xg | ywmy 5 ar2pomr; tothe bettermfs and corre> contr.Celf. 
(tion of mens lives and: manners. ?. God/:1s never own'd iithem as f.335.... 
the: Authonr of the evils foretold; nor:repenitance as the remedy; |. 
* the-perſons whichdeliverthem:are generally very wy , vat 
ous, or tiyypochond#iacal ; :*' they frequently: betray..men = ſome 
dqubcfullexpreſion,) to the evilsthey ſeem re warn'them of, * they 
come forth. commonly and-are moſt arrended to, iy times of ation 
and expectation. | | 
The Devil then” muſt be acknowledged the Authour of moſt of 
theſe vulgar Prophecies; and will any man that owns Chriſt for his ._ 
Prophet, receive the Devil for his Oracle #ior When he is ſick ofthe 
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= preſenttimes, go to the God'of Ekron (by attending to any fuch Pro- 
% KI . 8.0 4 ve | 7 4 5 Le % _ ® Fn ly W — 1 E. ». h : { 
% |  phecies) for quiet and-reſolucion ?':Shall we value our faith at fo 


. cheap a rate;, asto-truſt.is with the Oracles of the! Father of hes ? 
TS ON Can the'Devil be:pretumed b/c to give us truecrefolutions to'any 
7, queſtions-de*Future?' ('did\God ever make him of his counſel.” or de- - 
IVEY livertimes and ſeaſonsinohispower? ) or willing: (if able) todo. 
it With any fair and ſingle purpoſes and intentions?- Havethe beans 
. of *the Sun vf /Rigbreoujneſs 'pur- our all the*fires' on. his Altars ,- the 
glory and power of the Divine'Oracles and miracles, ſpoiled his 
great trade of Orades. ani ;ying wonders, and ſhall-our:eafineſs and 
' vanity encourage himto'drivethis more ſecret and little trade of 
__ Pradjgies and Prophecies 2495 29/5 19 295 Ds he 
\ * 233 We are nextin the 1 
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| id, place, to:evince the various 4ſpetFs-of 
beaven, no-intended f:gns oftimes ; bur becauſe the: contrary events 
of things, do ſo often. make, or prove the Diviners by them; mad; and 
| Ron So! 2 ow a OR CRONE Fa pe Urorae me 
ippened"(by:the reſtauxation of His Majeſty in peace ahd honour: 
DF. H, More - wh noxfo muth as dreamed of 'by all the 'Privy-Counſellers torhe 
Myſt. Godl, ftars3-and-forthat my:work hath been lately 10 happily taken out 
1. 7.c.14, Ofmyhand, and rhe ſubjett ſearce comes within the ſuburbs of my 
15, 16. preſent Argument; I'fhall pafs this third particular: though con- 
ceiving the ud 1. thereof neceſlary'; roſerve the order and me- 
thod ot the Readers thoitghts:and:medirations in this matter. 
-1f/As'for-the 'Argumems drawn: from thoſe ſearfull fights. and great 
ſcans ſtom-heaven' 'mencioned Luke 21-12, precedent to the deltru- 
Fon of Feruſalem and the Jewiſh polity ; to encourage the expeQa- 
tion of any ſuch ſgns of timesnow ,-or the advancement of Prodi- 
ics into thereputeof any djyine'/Monitors, they will appear to be 
greatly -inconſequent, if we:confider, 1. 4632nlt 04D6h Kt. » 
. x, \Alltboſe" accidents were foretold and particularly appointed by God 


& figns! chaly nega pr/ the opennl of the gates of the ugh, ſome 
Yof 


5 
o 


time before its defolationJ)oof their own: accord, though: of ſuch 
maſly braſs',' that:they could nor be ſhut or opened ( if we' credit 
Foſephus ) without thetwilted: ſtrength of rwenry men, and though 
41: {ecured' with greatbars of .jron,. is thought by ſome learned:Jew- 
'#ſh-and Chrifttzn Expoſitours, :the accompliſhment of the prophecy 
Ezek.17. 3. cha 22 | 


” b. 3 17. of Zechariah ; verl\. 1... _ doors, OLebavon , rhatdbeire 
whore 3h6:* / my devour thy ce 5: Where by ebanon, they: underſtand: che Tem- 
Chald/P4; © ple; built efpecially/ of: rhe cedars there growing, as it iselſewhere in 
in ſtead of Le- the Prophets , uſed roignifie,) And Munſter.upon the place tells us 
banon reads  fhavone of the Jewiſh DoCtours upon occaſion thereof, thus rebukes 
5 the Temple, Ego cogneſco imminere tut deſolationem:; jira: uvaticinium 
NUT Zecharies qui dtxit, Aperi Libaneportas tua; But Whar pattentcan-be 
the houſeof fhewed-from'the Book of God | whereby any ,'much leſs all, the 

, the ſanFuary. forementioned' Prodigies,* hold ' the place and honour of Divine 
"Jucheite tA. ſigns? + £ 
aol. ©, 140.A4, © * 21" The miſeries foretold by thoſe hens, were great without example.. Fo- 
Matth. 24-21. ſephus calls them evils 9 onueior 2:4, Worthy:of ſome figns.' They 
Dan, 12. 1. | came not forth as the »Heraulds of ſome petty war , orto preps 
; $ 24970 3 | t 
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the funerals of ſome great Perſonage, but (as it is called ) « great 
rribulgtion, ſuch as was not fince the world began nor ever ſhall be ; 
- Exemploque carens, @ nulli cognitus avo | 
-- Luttus erat. 0 agg IR | i tant | 
P 3, The deſtrufijon of Ferufalem was 4 type and pifture of the final de= 
\ Pfiruftion of the world. And therefore fit it Was that the terrours of _ | 
the latter, ſhould be alittle pattern'd and ſhadowed our inthe fear- 
full ſights and Prodigies attending the former ; beſides, the conſter-  - 
nations of ſon]; aid failings of heart which theſe foregoing figns 
wrought 'in fome men, before the decree brake: forth, madethe de- 
{tru&tzon of. Feruſalem ( in all the circumſtances thereof ) the more, 
lively type not onely of the terrours of the laſt judgement, . bur of _ 
—_ horrours- and ſinkings of ſpirit in bad men which ſhall go be- . 
ore it, *: | - | | 
- 4. Our Bleſſed Saviours extraordinary prediftion of thoſe Prodigies as 
his figns; to that. generation , ſeems rather to aſſure them not intended the 
common fore-runners of any great plagues and wars, and that no good 
crifis: can'be ordinarily made. of the futtire condition of a ſtate by 
a regard to any ſuch in themielves doubrfull and unfaithfull indi- £ 
cations. -» For what need of prediftions, if theſe ſigns were to fall out © 
. by a kind of common rule and 1:w of providence ? and. how unve- 
cefſary had it been to appoint ſuch accidents for ſigns of evil, which 
draW afcerthema ſcries ofevils with ſogreat.a conſtancy, that they 
ſeem (without a Prophet) -to' appoint themſelves the figos of the o 
times ? . : P9L- 5) 
5. The condition of thoſe times ſeen? d eſpecially #0 require ſome ſuch frgns. 
For» 1. They ſerv'd then as mercifullwarnings to Chriſts followers; M 
ro haſten their eſcape from that houſe(that City)which was ready to ®At+ 24+ 7 6. 
fill uponthem and involve them in its ruins; -:2+ ,The Jews requir'd 
ſigns from heaven, and God wonld nocbe.wanting to-any probable 
means and motives of their. repentance. '-3- The Jewiſh; oeconomy 
commenc'd: in fearfull fights at mount $:naz,,'and great figns from 
heaven ; and fit it was its: concluſion; ſhould ſomewhat reſem- 
ble the ſolemnity of its beginning. 4: The many figns given by our 
Saviour ſery'd gradually to wean: the hearts of his followers frofn 
Hieruſalem (once the light of their eyes). of | whoſe determin*d: deſola- 
tion, theſe gave them ſuch full and repeated aflurances, The | 
Secondly; We cannot receive any Signu Operantis , as the faithful and Concluſ..z. 
unqueſtionable intelligencers of the condition of ſucceeding times 3 as the,. 
unqueſtiona ble inrelligencers, I ay, and that, | oy” 4reti | 
I, Becauſe God often ads fecondary Agents to ſecret and unknownenads, pita, Ay | A 
He ads ſometimes without, buruſually; beyond. them, and hath of- 7c, 
rentimesends toſerveupontheir- mortonsand: counſels, which they * 
reach no more then.a:beaft doth:the inte1tionof its Rider. | 
3. ——_ God often accompliſherh his biggeſt ends by means unpro- 
miſcing and almoſt inviſible. i He frequently rows his purpoſes to. har- If. 60, 22. . 
bour, while the-means ſeem to look quite another way : what 1s ob- 1 Cor, 1%, 28. 
ſerv*d of the methodsiof God! in N azure, holds true generally inthe 
methods of his Providence,' The greateſt works are perform'd bY. he 
_ | M 3 ea 
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- ; ;| God fanctines mukes uſe of means, great. and pompous to ſome ends \ 
+ Bac. Org. - weak ant little inthe eye of ſenſe. To what great aGions all on the ſud- 
=- 1.2. Sec. 7. - dein-didhe hen the of che King af Sweden > his victories 
ch Zech.q. 6. drew the eyesof the world upon ham,; and'twas: concluded -by ſome, 
Mar. 13, 36. that Providence defign'd him rhe Appcalypierk Ange! which ſhould 
pour out one of the /7als upon the Beaſt, when behold, unexpeRedly 

the current of his ſuccefſes runs:under ground, and men engag'd to 

conclude God had ends more fecret a ſpmriual to accompliſh by 

him, then they imagin'd, BR 0 0s Eat LE 

'4- God uſually aduanceth bis great works and ends, by pauſes and periods. 


_ Bzra.4.24.” fines abruptos, 'God 'in'the works of Nature doth compendium: facere, 


Rev.12.1.v-2- poe the neareſt Way to his ends ; but in_the works of providence he 
7 doth circulum defcribere, goe about, and his: work advanceth. by ſuch 


'5. God bath an unknowy variety of means and methods to accompliſh hs 
TEE 2H cs 
pO S ISO ron N nnernct brings his greateſt ends to birth by the midwitry of 


H 
ſeeming caſualties, and licdde emergencies, which taken aſunder are” 


nent) faireſtpromiſes of thele active ſigns, may quickly prove 
eS tous ep) h talke 


/ 
ſee their way, yet cannot ſee far beforethem for very goodreaſons. 
x That ſo the knowledge of the good or evil of the time to come, 
» might nor diſturb the duty of the time preſeng. 2- The trpigee | 
4 Tt He ni Accs 1 
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Fr ie 
moni, the great numberer of ſecrets, -Dan. 8. 13. It is honour grear 
enough for ustb be #171 thatzmi to the King of heaven, he onely muſt 
be foctns Ali 3, God will hereby teachusto walk by the rule of his 


word, not the iffue of hin 4 Thar fo we might honour him with 
2 great faith, following as it Were, like Abrabam' not know- Heb. 11, 8. 


ng whither we goe, *Tis 2 fign we dare venture our ſelves with our 

ots kill and integrity, when we ſleep ſecurely, not knowing par- . 
-ticularly what courle he ſteers. 5, That ſo, not knowing in What : 
time or manner, our Maſter will come unto us, we might be always watch- gar x2 25. 
ing. - 6, It isa curious and unneceffary knowledge. God hath fo * © 
appoinred it, ' ap 4d minime neceſſaria minimum lucis Acciperenw, -Scri- 
prure_acquaints ns not with the figures of our Saviours perſon, nor 
the uſages of his life before lits publick miniſtry , nor the me- 
thods ofthe Divine Decrees, nor the orders of the Angelical hie- 
rarchy, 'and multitudes of queſtions referring'to the future ſtate, and 
the accompliſhment of Prophecies, it remits ro 'the ſolution of our 
great Elin at his ſecond coming. God is pleaſed to recommend to 
dee omar of his precepts Which we muſt know; by the obſcu- 
rity of bis Providences which we need not; fo unneceſfary the know- 
ledge of things fatnre, chat ſome of the Ancients coticeive , that 
therefore God gave the People of the Jews their Oracles and Pro- 
phets which were to inform them even in-mattersof a worldly con- 
cern [asrhe ſucceſs of a bartel, recovery from a fit of ſickneſs, the 
condition of other kingdoms'1n afrer times, &c.] becauſe eHem all 
likelyhood they would have apoſtatiz'd from the true God' tothe _ . 
rites of the Gentiles {who had their Oracles, Anguries,: Diviners, Orig: Cont. 
Svothſayers] ver [ns ty | divewnvs fel Thy yrony aryviias os Cell: 1. 1. Pp. 
ET! 4290", being prompred thereunto by that natural liquo- 28. &1, 3+ 
rouſneſs in the minds of men after the knowledge of things wrapt Þ- 223: 
pp itfuturity. / So unneceflary dill our Saviour 1eem wI ge this Deut. 18. 
knowledge, that ins Pepienny ifallpurrogether ) would not much 742 35: 
exceed the Writings :of theleaſt of the minor Prophets, though him. 
ſelf the Great Prophet of his Church. $5, Ge 
- Thirdly, There are fome effeftivefigns of Events, upon & view 'whereof Concluſ, 3. 
© very probable judgemem may be ſometimes wade by: a 'wiſe ap; ws Fre | 
ifſue of affairs, Sometimes indeed ſecond: cauſes, which ſeem-moſt 


neſs, to givethe world argnments of a Divine providence concerii'd 
mthe affairsof men; Butyetoft times God permi < 


doe) tofall thatway towhich (mehe t of prudence): they 
ſeern to-mmcline ; thitſo, humane barely ndenceTthe'ima - 
e manga 


of Providence) may appear valuable to'men;," and the wife ma 
the fool may not be thought to ſtand upon a level, and all things to 
run upon a die, | : | IDS 
Itis a pregnant argument that wiſdom was never very fricndly is 
| | | the 


_ fi  *th& world, that ic hath been ſo-proneinalltimes:o receiye pretended 
: -divination and preſcience, with more ſacred regards then laws and 


wiſe men; and yet at the ſame time have given the glory. of the gift 
Fly BY thereof to the weakeſt underſtandings. Madmen, Perſons tranſported | 
TdGervdin- by the beats of 4 feaver their prophets when in & fury, Star-gazers, Fortune- 
I K MS. tellers, Women, (for ſuch were the: Sibylline Oracles deliver'd by) 
a4 hy? critical obſervers of omens and prodigies, perſons zhat declaim hotly againſt 
| | aries {what they underſtand net). bumane learning, and ſuch as (like old 
- Ee 5my 38 men) ſee and know. leaſt of things near and preſent, have been 
pe & Z np: Grams p70 to ſeethings at ſome diſtance and in futurity, moſt 
ay by > ap exactly anddiſtinitly. WF 6 6 RFP #5 | 
| WY4s 7” , . . Bur.we ſhall finde-God. in Scripture fo far ſecuring the honour of 
3h "Fo f2- true Divination »- as to confer :the gift 'thereof (nereld ') upon 
MIS ihe men»and thoſe ofa pious and learned education- and all the ſhadows 
| Obae "GoT, thereof which may be yet found in the world Solomon tells us dwell 
; ina Wiſe arid un crſtanding Soul [Prov. 22.3. 4 prudent man forc- 
ſcerh the- evil, and hideth-bimſelf ; and that not by conſulting of Pro- 
digies, but obſerving the ſeeds. and cauſes in which it lies hid. ] As 
all other gifts and abilities, once miraculous and extraordinary thoſe 
of bealing, of ſpeaking with xongues, of inzerpreting the Scriptures, of diſ- 
cerning of Spirits, {0 this alſo of foreſeeing events-ſiture (lo far as ao 
they remain yet inthe world) are reſerv'd ſolely as the'ireward and 
honour of the diligent, obſervant, and underftandiog perſon. -. 
; To diſmiſs this particular : Times and S 4 ons are eſpecially reſerv'd 
in Gods. power, and 'tis our wiſdom..to, ſtudy rather how . We may 
redeem the. preſent time, then underſtand the future. As for that * 
threed-bare Argument therefore{Sigus of jurure times) I could with 
- it might be worn no longer in-writings and diſcourſes, not onely be- 
- cauſe things ſhew of colour, but aEOgrng to the light men ſtand in, 
* butbecauſe the men whom they are deſigned: to deterr from any 
courſe of fin, ſtartatthem poſſibly at-firſt, (as birds doe at thezima- 
_- gesof a man. in the fields) but afterward fit down upon them-and 
negle&them, perceiving (an the iſſue of things) that they are de- 
| yoyd of [life -d motion] truth and certainty : and fo theſe: falſe 
Y fears in religion may chanceto diſcredit the true, as the adventitious 
heat in bodies oft-times ſupplants and betrays the natural ;.befides, 
all ſuch ſigns of times doe but tenderthe ſhort and narrow thoughts 
of man, as the ſtandard of Gods :,and:tend to detain peoplealways 
ina pazing and expecting poſture, ſo that they, compoſe not-to the 
work and duty of the day. ;And to encourage raſh and unwarranta- 
ble purpoſes, - and therefore perhaps the wiſdom. of the State may-in 
rime ſec reaſon to interditthe publication of prodigies and. Aftro- 
Aprons, oder a6 Ever a penalty. as it hath old; prophe- 
les; all being but the: igngs fa $5 of dation» 


by amviiziog enWitha: falle light, (the pretended knowledge of 
the ſigns 8 tae of future mes)... ar eo yn ah 
| a; f #H : "ow {oF , " py P A . > oF -» 

CE CHAP. 


PO TY We ey) je id. 44-4 I IE INT "7 52 OI F ; SR 2s 4a : 
4 e he" + L mn RE 4 "M-"- 4 ER. its * »y AIG. CE REES : Y '» we . 
Oe" TP WP NY ted EY © bee ; y Qs {= © N% # 
V y W % a "#7 = I. ” [1 » i : . * 

6 £ {rn o% ST ” . * L + - m *. os 

pI ES LEM x74 Ds 5 a = _w 

WE 4 [0 I 2 % 
- St 5 _ £ " b 


EEK v4: 6.5 i e 
Concerning Prodigies Penal, | 


4 # & 


gick, asthe uncertain and doubrfull colour andcondirion of the 2 
Subje& would allow ) diſcourſed- the firſt part of my Argument, 

[ Prodigies barely fignal ] that which the order propos'd lays next FRE» 4 
before ns, is the confideration-of Prodrigics penal, By which under- : 
ſtand [ prnarum monſtra] judgements of an unuſual make and more © 

dreadfull aſpeR. -Now theſe: are either "Perſonat',, befalling ſome - 
Particular members of.the common body, who (ro uſe the fignifi- | 
cant language of Scripture ) have not died the common deathof all men, Numb, 16, 
or been vifred after the vifutation of all men; or National, when the 24. _- ; 
Whole body of a Nation, or the eeter ga thereof, -is ſmitten with ' - 

2 rod of an unuſual fize, Theſe alſo: may eaſily be conceived by 


[Joving thus ( ina method.as much required eo the rules of Lo- 


e 
| menasa kinde df hand out of the clouds to write Teket upon perſons 
wn o cauſes diſtaſtfullro themſelves , anditherefore I ſhall (asI can) 
os recs to a ſober notion concerning themboth in: theſe five-Con- 
clulions, ; -: q F- | ALE ETTTS. 


—_—. 


SECT. I. 
Prodigies Penal how to be interpreted, 


T'wo conclufions here laid down to direc to 4 right notion in reference to 
judgements extraordinary, Theſe without other proof, no Fa gns of the 
extraordinary finfulneſs of Perſons, Men apt torhink them ſp and why, 

. Nor yet of cauſes : proved by ſeveral confuderations, Eminent judge- 
ments upon eminent finners to be greatly heeded. A judgement ſignal and 
remarkable in three caſes eſpecially, Two miſcarriages to be avoided in 
the obſervation of the puniſhments upon our Neighbour, Po 3 


Ur firſt Concluſion 1s this. Fudgements Extraordinary , are not ConcluC. r. 
Oz without further evidence) concluding Arguments of the extraordinary 
fmnfulneſs q Perſons or cauſes, RI 06 ; 
, Furſt, Not of the extraordinary finfulneſs of 'Perſons. Men are gene- 
_ rally prone to finde their own vertues'1n Fortune blanditiis (toweigh 
their own-merits 2t the falſe beam. of outward bleſſings and ſuece(- 
ſes) and their brothers faults in Paredrum 34bulk., the ad deſtinies 
and evils Which ie upon his lot. Fobs friends ded the dimenſions 
of his iniquity by the ſhadow of the ſufferings which were laid upon 
him , and concluded the former great becauſe the latter were ſo, Jp, ,, ;; 
Shimei concluded David to be a man of bloud, wg evil was raiſed STK 
up robin our of his own houſe, ' 1 Sam. 16-:8.”The Diſciples that the man 
or his parents had greatly ſinned becauſe he was born blinde, Joh. 9. 
5% A | F N £4 2,3 - 


S % . 
SF % 
. begs 


in PerCſ. 
Sat. 2. 


pr- Fl, 


Ezel.1.8. 


1d. Caſaub. and executioner, Luke 184, Thus among. the Heathens of old, if 2 


<Quam chara-. the reſt of men. And+the Oratour vainly inferr'diGod had no great 
Dis. immor- love for his:children' of old (the Jewiſh 

zalibus eſſet Tex 1 | & VAT eS, U 
[Gens of the: firg:ofiGvd:ifall and confume- their neighbours dwelling, if he 
orum] docuit fill rot'up thenamber of bic days; mor be gathered 0 bis: grave mn: peace, 
quoleſt vite, arcapt cohaſteneo' x1 
quod elocars, * ſahenof GadT an yo on tO at "Kugts 

quod ſervats . Now-ſuch haſty conceirs;as theſe, rife up in our minds, partly 
zoties, Or frania pealantlynotion of good/and evil inus,, weare apt to over- 


Eccles 8, 14, fiah may fall in a barre}, #734b be ſuddenly ſmitten for an etrour of 
Chap. 9. 1, 2, love and zeal, adaugher of Abrahambe bound by $4ren, a Fob de- 


liver | 
Levit. x3. 6. (one Jeper under the law ) be ſmitten with a very: black and 


by the great appearances of Nature and Fortune, and whether we 
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PeConcerning Prodigies Penal, = Seftt, - 
2,3 The Barbarians - that the Apoltle was deeply indebted to di- 
vine Juſtice , When his hand was artefted by the viper , As 28: 4. 


The Diſciples thatthoſe were the greateſt finners in Feruſalem upon-.. ..- 
whom the towre of Sivan fell; and became botrtitheir monument © 


perfor: were ſtrixck dead by lighening ,: rhey preſently:conceivedhis 
crimes as black. as his ſmitten. body » and look*d upon him a5 juried 
by heaven ic ſelf, -gaod for nothing but to make an example of to. 
Nation-) bectuſe he ſe- 
verely corretted them fo: often. : And many amongſ our ſelves: if 


tohaſteneo a raſh ſentence, -and co write ia husaſhes,:[For- 


rate our; bodies and -<ftates, and then co eftimare the fayour of God 

by: the references andiafpedts/his. Providences bear towards them. 

Beſides: we conclude (theigreat:tuleof 9 raters, this, that all 

puniſhments be _—_ to the merits of-the perſon) tharallpu- 

ROIANEIrs 5: "2a inary, are the moſt proper indications of a corre- 
ent guur. Ty, 

- Whereas Gods diſtributions of rewards and puniſhments in this 
life, are not dire&ed 'by arty of*our fort and {canty maxims and 
notions.” He often eros metall into. the hotteſt fire, which he in- 
tends ſhall bear his'owitimayemithoſt:lively figures, He hath'pri- 
viledged his ſervants from ſome fin , but from no puniſhment. #0- 


vered tothe power of Satan both in body and eftate, Aperſon may 
'pla 


gue and' yer be pronounced clean before men; 'Look as in 

ſome 'Prodigies.fgnat, rhings ſeem ſodeliveredto the powers arid 

- forces of ſecondary Agents/ that che'world appears buta kinde of 
great Engine moved folely by certain worn and ſprings Within it 
1elf, and alleffecs reſolvable into bare and fingle/Naturezſo int Pro- 

| Es gEns Gods arrows ſeem ſo to fly by dark,and _— plagues to 
. fall with ſo little choice and diſtintion, that theworld ſeems great 
lottery. , 4nd-3/me and chance dvbappen 10. all events andperſons. God 

- (Perhaps intending thiscryPtick management of affairs?, asa kinde 
of Divine tentation;, ito prove Whether webe ſuch men in under- 
ſtanding as to ftand by the dodtrine of a Providence; while the ne- 
ceflity; power , and/Wiſdom'thefeof are rendredſo'much to-diſpate 


be quick-ftghted enough to-diſtoyer that the /zving creatures haye the 
bands of 4 man, though half bidden under the covert of their wings 
that. all cauſes and events are managed by a hand of Wiſdonvar 

reaſon , though they" may ſeem to fly at random, to our firſt-and 
more unwary thoughts, $2 Excel- 


- 


w > 


L— 


Se&;r. Concerning Prodigits Penal, > 
"Excellent therefore. the advice of Solomon., who mus; told us _ | 
- that there # -4-juſt man who. periſbetb; in*bis righteouſneſs 5 and awicked Eccles 7.15Þ 
man thas prolongetb his life in his wickedneſs ,. thus dire&s in the follow - | 
ing words [ Be not righteous over-much, neither make'thy (clj over-wiſe] 
1, e- Do not in thy: fond thoughts acquit thy ſelf more righteous . 
then the, perſon upon whom thou-ſeeft ſucha judgement fall z nez- 
ther. make thyſelf over-wiſe by arrogating an underttanding ſufficient 
to expound this riddle of Providence-{[ Gods dealing our ſuch hard 
meaſure to ſuch a perſon]: It is a raſhneſs toſay the tree Was romnen, 
becauſe we ſee, it blaſted.. If it be but.a«gpous: dr2ponr©-. (inthe — . 
phraſe of the Apoſtle ) ſuch an affliction as ſome man hath ſuffered, x Cor. to, 3, 
and any may , letus not by any-cenforzous ſpeeches: poiſon our bro- 
thers, wounds , which call for:the oyl of our-comforts and prayers. 
When 'we read-that An4z0ch (wherethe Diſciples Were firſt called 
Chriſtians) and: che Churches of che -Colofians. and Laodicea ('to 
which: the Holy Ghoſt direted-particular letters by-rthe hands of 
S.,Paul , and S, Fobn.) periſhed by an earthquake; of Gods forſa- 
King the Levantine Churches , of the ſeas ſudden breaking of its ſandy 
idle, and overwhelming Citiesor Countreys, of the many th 
1ands Which periſhed upon the: ſecondrerrible eruprion”of fire from | 
mouant' Yeſuvius. or the like judgements greatenough'for an'Epocha, Anno 1621, 
we are.not to afflicttheir.miferies, by charging a _— guilt upon 
their perſons and memories: then on other men; but rather (C with 
the Apoſtle ) Stand and behold the ſeverity of God upon'them which fell 
andadore his goodneſs tous whoare not thus ſurprited inour wicked- 
neſs, or viſited with ſome ſtrange aflition- which might.make us in- 
famous as well as miſerable, and encourage yncharitable-men #0 clap Job 27. 23, 
their hands at us, and -#0,hi(s us 0ut:of.,vunplaces. i IS 
| Secondly, Nether are any ſuchtextraordinary judgements ( in deſti- _. 
tution-of any other evidence )) to be recezucd as. concluſive arguments of 
the ſenfulneſs of cauſes ( civil or ſacred.) DoErines and cauſes charige 
colour and appearance 1n the eye of the multitude, according as hea- 
ven ſhines more or leſs upon them. by ſucceſſes. Our hiſtories make 
mention of-a -very hot conteſt about the marriage of Priefts, whe- 
ther. Were more-:acceptable: with God, they which yowed fingle The Late - 
life, or they which were married. At:laſt the Contenders agreed to Church Hiſt... 
remit the controverſy to the debate 09a ane Where they Which |. 2, p. 133, 
aſſerted the. marriage of Prieſts placed-c emſclyes on one fide of 
theroom, and they. Which appear'd againft 1t-, on the other ; and 
ſo it happened that the fide of the.-houle, whereon the defendants of > To 
the marriage of Clergy-men ſat, felldown, and many of them were © - 
hurt, and manyloſttheir lives, / Which accident was conſtrued Gods 
- determination in the diſpute ,.and received as afigne that he was. 
better: pleaſed with thoſe which vowed linglelife ; and the argu- 
mentsof-their adverſaries were-hereby., long after knock'd at head, "2009 
as well asthemſelves. Baronizs (to inferr the piery of that paiment) In Annal, 
tzkes notice that'the Church ofi!England waseven overipread with circa An, 
(chimsand-herefies; mul ac denarium Petri*ſolvere defierunt, as ſoon 745% 
as everthe people left off ro pay Peter pence. And of late, ft quid bu- 
Me 4 N 2 maninus 
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>». *- * --_: perſons inattendance onthepublick Service , they have been'raſhly. 
FEISS urgedascaveatsfrom heaven againſt the Tory prayers. And thus (i 
common life ) where men are at variance, and lee the rod'of God 
1ying upon the back of their adverſaries, they are ready to ſay, God- p 
haxh eſpouſed their cauſe and avenged their quarrel; and ſo, to kill I 
their brother. with Gods ſword , and- make him a party in alltheir 
petty quarrelsand animoſittes, '' | ThE ef EI aa Folens 
Againſt all ſuch unclean proofs, which ( like -the Crab )-g6 
backward ,from events to rules, I offer theſe conſiderations, » + 
3. As God-#n bis+word,, hath recorded ſome aQions of very emi- - 
nent perſons [ as the equivocating- of. Abraham with Abimelech , Ra- 
; hel her defeating of Laban with a falſhood, ſome ations of Samſon, 
BK; &c+] nor noted (like the Jewiſh Sepulchres) withany vittble Poe 
[0 of reproof.and diſlike , that ſo men might not rarvehg ang, tle 
wt themſelves by copying'out:;the example-( in which he doth bur 
b prove-our-conſtancy to; his even and undoubted precepts., aid try 
Whether. we have. underſtanding to put a difference between: the bE 
- bright and darker fide. of that «loud of witneſſes we are toeye inour 
way.to heaven ) ſoalſo zz hi providence there are tent4tiones diving; 
God often blaſts the cauſe of truth and goodneſs by adverſe proyi- 
dences; the cloud often reſts upon the tabernacles of -the Righteous, 
the fire of heaven ſometimes ftrikes a religious houſe ,-the chief wit- 
nefles of-truth ſhall be. forc'd to know themſelves'by the' title of 
Vidtas, Dei populis, God hereby makes trial whether we will believe 
the Spzrit of the living creature tq move 7n the wheels, whilſt they de- - 
ſcribe ſuch-involv'd. and: perplex'd circles and motions; -whether 
we.love truth and yertue; or rather their fortunes and felicities; 
| Beſides che divine relation , and light of righteouſneſs and truth, 
never make ſuch clear.reports of themſelves.; as when they break 
out-and ſhine forth at laſt, through all-the clouds of perſecution. . 
and (ere tes, God- often permits them for a time to be obſcured 
WARE: <4; og 9643 | Ae EO gets 
wa 2» Prodigious evils. upon its Adverſaries, isa'/plea whichalmoſt 
38 any cauſes able to enter forir ſelfatone time or other, The Iſrae- 
'.  - Jndg, 20. 10, lites fell twice before the dan got though engag'd in a war: (ſel- 
boi: . . - -» domunproſperous,) intended onely u# vindida publics, We hinde © 
by the Heathens: often mentioning. the judgements which befell the - 
Vid. Yal.' contemptores Deorum of religions among thew,; And Herodotw'tells - 
Max. Cap, us that ſeveral. Barbarians (-as he ſtyles them ) adventuring toruſh 
- deContemprt. rudely upon; the Temple of Mznervz , had the irreligion of the at- 


Relig. tempt aveng'd uponthem by a firefrom heaven. Aneventto which 
Herodot, |, 8. I incline. to inctle. the eſpecial agency of the Devil: (amongſt 
C 37: whoſe ;{tranger-works,; the: cquſing of. fire to come down from-betyen, 


' is eſpecally, inſtanc'd, 1n Rey,/1:3« 23. ). to maintain thereby 2 reve- 
rence m.the minds of. men-to. hisakars andrites, -and-perhapsto imi- | 
tate-the fire which came; forth from God; under the old law., to a- 

, venge the irreverend'and,unhallowed approaches to his altars; or 
which fell from heaven to chaſtiſe the rude and violent addrefles of 
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au. os owever'teither of 


the ftraightneis or crookedneſs of any cauſe by then Prodigtes 
chan attive fancy mayreally tunero the:awrof any =_ 
| | pratice wharſoever. We have the Oragles of Ged-t 

counſels of wiſe and-Zoodmen;7thecommoen: principles which ma- 
nage the diſcourſes ot the-workd;/ the lawsof a'State { ant} ouiriown 
exerciſed reaſon , which:4s: (1n the language-of Pluarch):mis dxv- 
Seiag: rein @ , the; great Oftatle of: truth troyreſolveus m!the-emer- + 
gent. doubts of life. ;And it is eſpecially- betauſe men are ider-2 
quick-ſenſe,. how exaR aneyeis requiſite ;ra-difcern-how hay 
of theſe rules rouch the buildapg'( any caule,pr doMtine} of 'whoſe 
evenne(s there may be a doubr; and that this method 0f knowledge 
engagerh them to dig for anderſtanding:, andi requires them roan 
induſtrious uſe of themſelyes , in the acquiſt of rrue reſolutions ina 
caſe, and perhaps may detain them ſome /time;but in the: place of 
candidates andProbationersfor truth, tharchey are (6 caſily/1clin'd 
co attend to the ({uppoſed) inp, which give rhe e fr4 


prodigy, or prophecy, -4 mighty, imputje,;:Whibh give 'them-the conc] 


on withour-ta Skips m. t02 tedious: conſideration-of-the value; of 
the premiſes, :and lift them-up into the Free of knowledge, without 


2ny induſtrious climbing: of their: own. But certainly. God (who 


 badeus bay the truth, never intended itſhould be got uponſuch cheap 


and eaſy-.tetms: men-may: (uſpeRcheir wares to be. noughr;/ if they 
colt no, more; then an- idle atrendanceto ſuch fantaſtical meaſiires: as 
theſe generally are.- | ao IS Er SOuT6 2179 1c 
4, Gods partigular judgements ,/as+to:abe! ſpeciaFends:and intend- 
ments of them; are-generally infcrutable, We c:innonly fe {d higha 
price-upon our caules, parties ; and-opinions pthat;iwe eafily-ima- 
gine, the biggeſt end, Gods judgements: can be:direfed to;' 1sthe 
bearing witneſs to the truth and tighteouſvels of: then. By, which 
fancy; we become. a kinde of ſpiritual-4»#hropomorphirs,, ſhaping 
out 2 God like our ſelves , and1laying outthe counſelsof hewen'by. _ 
the poor,,ſhort ,, (and often peevith ).thoughts and 'models of 2 
man. If we'conſult. Scripture we:thall ſeldom. or never findea per- 
ſon onely of 2 corrupt judgement'in reference to-ſome DoGtrine- of 
religion ( if otherwiſe of a blameleſs life.) ſmitteh withany great 
plague from- heaven; but often ;; perſons of-corrupr/and Aproved 


- manners: becauſeallthe laws of righteouſneſs carry o/ceior tarſper, - 


a demonſtration within themſelves, -and\ftand 4n!{fo.full a; lighr, 
that-( like the Sun- beams ) ;  Wrares reſtimony ro- themſelves, 
W hereas matters of fairh and doctrine appear not before the minde 
in ſo-great anevidence. Men indeed are aprt'to follow alittle diffe- 
rence of Opinion from/themſelves'(.in rehgioneſpectally) with 
thick Anathemas , and quickly: to blow it ouranto a{chiſm or hereſy 


_ ( becauſe ſuch differences feem to- diſpute-the ſtrength of-thezr Ar- 


N 3 guments): 
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brig carries:;the induiptigtofchs: ELEREU flick: plain and Tegible 
characters, that he that runs may read it. There are ſome hetbs 
which: bear. "pon. thet.Netyre ; 2B * certain fignarures and 
Bpop wow. ay hand. of Whos ng: 132 
ki de. jmolmna label) )2t0: tell us what yertuesrheylic reg en #-hjd 
reby: It may: be: known:Ceveruporfight) to 3 or 
__ } ll affeRed: ot a M4 age uy (berauſe 
bearing ome; figures on colours analogous 'ta.thepy)) thus pubfh- 
men ſometimes carries Jignaturas peecari, and proclaims hob Cory 
b x d faſhion, whac fin it is intended 16 diſet rd 
nd 63 jt:doth either wheri there isa/ TaJoryttie,p/ Aeris jp cine 
very {2me- anſtancesand ways wherogh: menadan? 143i and the 
(as: were) thap'd; outof theforbidd on icuwhbrobyeiey offend 
ed. .T hus:Davids adultery was:puntth'd ih! Abſalovms inceff;*Pharach 
who would hayeall the- wilesdrown'd, was, himfelf drown'd; :2nd JK 
the wickedneſs of Abimelech in, ſaying. his' 70. brechren- Was re- Judg. 9. 5 6. 
by. upgns Ny 2dr ene ierrhas + Loegunent violent noch hore 
e Peg! [ 15 PLeA equently to punuh men thus; 
ba 7 Prophets oftenfeemto forerell a Cr oa rather by *Il;3 ; 3. I, 4 
opal \Kepdance to: theiconditioi» of the fin; then by 4/Diyine' 24.17. Joel 3, 
aps * In ſuch;examples: of Divine juſtice ,' Gods r0d Hath'zvoite'7, 8. 1 Sam. 
as. WAI as a-ſmart 3 and 1c becomes us tobe bis notice-takers;'and' 15.33 Habs,/ 
not By with the -Fhiliſtizes, x Sam :6;9: ) nickname the wofappa- 6-Obad:ver. 
rent hand of God, aieethe grhich Rap happened; and tliat We may'rs, 16.Mic.r, 
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tþ EE mn ; ohe very ; afin 4 kt: 
gdeſtreys its parent (asiitis {zjd'of 
V cis Ea wearer isint- 
| the blaſpheme neſuddenly 
filence ; and dear Renrto! Oppretour vor. tp 
ly Rollen motſels ," ent eras and Ne hadneq3ar. have 
finand puniſhment bearing an- __ date; (Inſhort)- when 
; thus Lys afide irsleadenifeer, an d:treads cloſe upon'the heels 
 offexder 3; Gad 1 [learn us ſomeigreat Jefloi-inrhe 
ple 3 and ir [HA wr we are paſtfeeling/1f we can (ee him 
off :one and thenanother mem ber of our comhion 
ehgio ſoule IVE in our 


roſh Es 


* Fav roma toy and an infamous dea 


__ 1 ga 5 nd ſcorn of men of a ro abIciow-; fo 
t deſigns Which proceed upomthe violation of the religion 
compatts, an-untimely and ſtrange 'death of cruel and 


pns. Gods judgements are generally a great deep (the 

| m paſt ow! ding,) bur bi righteouſneſs i ſometimes 

7 1 HT as the great moynrains, viſible to the dulleſt 'eye; in the judgements 
£ Wherewithhe corre&s, thoſe ſins eſ] i #2 Which fall moſt areftly 

| croſs to his goyernment of the worl 

Y It will become us now to:-own' our ſelves MW-MS ODT 
Iſa. 62.6, Gods Recorders to regiſter in a. pious remembrance allſuchgreardiF- 

© - *play$of his jubice in the world. Suck extraordinaryjudgements are 
1ntended Gods teſtimonies to his providence and righteouſneſs, and. 

.' the writng of theminthe duſt, is none of the leaſt cauſes of Atheiſm 

Verul. de : inthe. : word And-therefore 2 learned Perſonage ( not Without 
Augm. Sci-": | ). reports it as 2 great. defe&, -that-there is not yet .ex- 

ent 12c.11,- fant an; ee Nemeſees , 2; judiciousand well atteſted hiſtory of 

>. _ © .thedivine vengeance, containingthe, moſt remarkable monuments 

of Gods juſtice, 1n which J0180 appear how evil bath bumed, (as 

Eh. F 1t Were 1 many. torpings of Fafſairs and mazes of life-) the vid- 

; TY 140,11, lent perſon an atlaſt overthrew him. A op and Ropes ws. 


St” 


+ SeRa.2, Concerning Prodigies Ptnal. - 93 
of ſuch examples of Divine juſtice ( a looking at them all but as the Pſal.xo. 5.22. 
caſual drops of miſery falling from that common cup in the hand of God, 4 5.59.13. 
Pſa). 75. $-indifferently upon good and bad-, ) ſtands often ar- Ifa. 26. 11, 
raign'd in Scripture as a very great ſin, Þ 66. 24. 
W har hath; been ſpoken a ro prevent any corruption.of judge= Zeph. 3. 5. 
ment or practice ) mult be taken with a grain ortwo of ſalt. Job 34.2627: 
x, Where no particular fin of any blacker die appears in the life of our Mic.6, 9. 
afflicted Brother , we muſt nov preſume from an inſpeftion.of the condition 
and figures of the judgement, 10 draw up any particular charge againſt hin. 
We are not as ſoon as ever God writes bizrer things againſt our neigh- Chap. 1326. 

' bour (as Fobphraſethit ) raſhly roundertake to expound the par= | + 
ticular ſenſe and meaning of the writing ; leſt we call that a ſcorpion, 
which God intends a 70d, and thatan inſtance of wrath, which is 
intended but an exerciſe of Grace. Gods judgements often come 

rth upon errands which they to whom they are ſent, may better 
underftand then perſons unconcern'd, 'We are not to conclude the 
puniſhment from the fin, ( ſaying, Thus and thus bath. ſuch @ man done 
and it will come home by bim ) this 18 to preſcribe eimeand meaſure to | 
the juſtice of God; neither may we mfertheſin fromthe Prnpmeae ; 
( intituling ſome ſuch great evil of fin to ſuch anevil of puniſh- 
ment ) for God may give a good man his evil, as toa bad man his 
good things , inthis world. But where we are as ſure from Scripture 

, ( not fancy, apt to.abuſe us where our ſelves are concern'd) that 
the ſin isextraordinary, as We are from ſenſe that the iudgement is 

- ſuch; wemay then cry out with the followers of the Lamb, Rev. 15.4. | . 
All nations ſhall worſhip before thee , O Lord, for thy Fudgements are made 


manifeſt. a | 
2, Care muſt be had that no ſuch 0bſeruations be lequen'd with &ny un- 
charitable ſentence upon our Brothers fmal eſtate, A great judgement on h 


his body, may be intended a great mercy to his ſoul, and pertiaps 

the ſhame and miſery of this life may commute for hell. Hes zeal 

might further the ſalvation of his ſoul while the indiſcretion there- 
; of brought a fearfull deſtruRion upon his bedy. | 
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\ SHC'T. ME 
Prodigies Penai how to be interpreted, 


Three concluſions move to dire to 4 right underſtanding in reference to-Pro- 
- Uigies penal, Four inſtances of Gods extraordinary judgements upon 
the adverſaries of bis Goſpel. The ſingularity of Gods judgements upon 
the Fewiſh Naiion, wherein, appearing. Extraordinary judgements no 
conclufvue arguments againgg,,as cauſe now ,, and why : Why uſually 
:  #houghrthey are? The words of our Saviour, Luk 13.1, 2, in reference t0 
the. Galileans , expl ain'd. The judgement upon them, whether a figne 
- of the 1ime to that generation? Leſſer National judgements, arguments — 
| 0) 1.8 
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to repentance no figns of the time. Temporal Julgrmoner 68 Narions 
" more argumentative under #Fe 01d Teftament then 4he New, -Rdligidin 
' arguments to be managed with cootneſs and tandour, — ©  . -- 


> Eonctuſ: T He third Concluſion to dire& to a right Sorts inrefe.. © 

5 NES 3 . rence to Prodigies pent, is this. Fulgements fingular andmiracu- 

| FE; lows ; (trprifing perſons in defence of a cauſe”, cvidently (devoted in $eri- 

prure to'deftruition may be regarded as partial reftimonics from heaven a- 

#4inſt it. It is readily acknowledg'd thar there is light enough in Scri- 

ture to -diftinguiſh doCtrines and cauſes by , but yet Where God 

ath been pleas'd by any ſuch mighty judgements to open the eyes 

of mentoa clearer perception of it , and to hold them in'a- more ſe- 

rious attendance thereunto , they areinot to overlook it , for fear 

they appear to ſeek a figne from heaven : or to offer weak men an 

encouragement to wreſtthe darker works of Providence, ( —_ do 

- the words of Scripture) to the ends of ſuperſtition and ſome little 

intereſts and Opinions to which they engrofs the favonrs of Heaven. 

"To ſerve the more diftindt underſtanding of this concluſion , I 
hall propole theſe few examples, oo EI tp 

r.' When the Jews, intheaffiftince of Fu474n the Emperour, aſlay- 

ed the reſtoring of rheir rum'd ' Temple and fo to oppoſe Moſes ro 

Socrat. Hiſt, Chrift ; God-miraculoufly determined the controverſy ; for the fire 

| 3.C. 27. [Which uſed before , to come forth from him ro conſume the ſacri- 

ce, now ) came and conſum'd their intended Temple, and Altars, 

deſtroyed the workmen about 1t , and their ſeveral inftruments ,- and 

the whole defigne was blafted by ſuch terrible appearahces of God 

againſt it; that many Jews were perſwaded by that viſible argument 


againſt Judaiſm; ro entertain the faith of Chriſt, © 1.0 

'Z Thar tertible fire which iffued our of the ground in the ſecond 
* Dio, Hiſt. year of Tir (not long after the deſtruftion of p/n 2nd the 
I. 66. . Jewiſh: Temple.) and laid in aſhes the Temples of Fupiter Capriols- 
Zeph. 2.11. ins, Neptune, Iſis, $crapis, the Patttheon, Wc, and their other devoted 
Poſtquam places, was {o ſtrange an inſtance; that the ® Ethinit Hiſtorfan'makes 
' Imp Rom. ce- this judgement thereupon, Malum id divinum potius quam bumanum 
perunt de in- videsur fuifſe, and was (in all likelihood) regarded.by the Chriſtians. 
duſtria, Chri--of that time, as a ſigne that no cauſe or Religion (Ethnick or Jewiſh) 
ſtianos abſter.. ſhould be able to ſtand before the Chriſtian; and that the day fore- 
rere & Chri- told, wherein * God would-famiſhull theGsdx of the earth, and men fhould 
fto, nunquam worſhip him, every onfefrom þ& place, even all the iſles of the heathen, was 
zll;; bene fuit, juſt now a daWning/ oP oo OHNE PO IR 
&ut paucieo- — 2, That almoſt conſtant ſucceſſion of * Romane Emperours, whoſe 
Tum aut nullus robes ( for the ſpace'of three himdred years.) were: dy*d:1n their 
fers ficca mor- 0wn bloud ſhed by the hand of violence, ſeems an inflantia mona- 
ze deſcendit dica in Providence; andto'carry much ofa miracle wirh itz and may 
ad Generum be receiv'd as an argument-0 vob /*.o> oaluary Big them for the 
Cererk. Ca- . butchering of ſo many of his:innocent ſheep, under their bloudy go- 
mero. de - yernment. (thonghperhaps ſomewillebrertain the example but wath 
verb. Dei, common thoughts, becauſe” of the circumſtances the” Empire Was 


P- 444; then Wy ) © 
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| Sek. Concerning Þ rodigies Penal, - 95 
| - 4. There jsno Nation under heaven whoſe fins God: hath viſited 
upon-them- witha judgement of ſo private and reſery*d a condition, 
cs _ of the Jews, whether reſpect be had, to the nature or ſeaſon 
thereof. | (OV 

'7, There is a fingularity therein jn-regard of the nature of #t. Few is 5,,w_ | 
become throughout the whole world:Þ ther nomen Odii jun F Mate LY , Wy 
They are now as muchſcatter'd oyerthe World, as betore-impald .: is ” P{2s 
and diſtinguiſhr from it. They alone. live in baniſhment, whereſo- | 0 7. 
ever they come. Now their becoming thus (like Cain) vagabonds and *:" ke 44-7 "hf" 
fugitives upon earth, (which no Nation beſides is) ſpeaks them like j. Fi "250 
him gone out of Gods preſence: and guilty of ſome horrible murder, |. _ 
even no leſs then thar of the Lord of life, which the. ſcripture charg- rt” a F 
eth upon then. 7 20 TEIN 29" w_ 

. 2. Theres a fingularity in the judgement upon them, in regard of o 5 4 Cont 
the Seafon thereof, For before they had ſtain'd their hands 1n' the C q _ 
bloud of the Lord of the Temple, their Temple (though ſometimes 5% ;**e > 
defac'd) was never made vile and contemptible by any abomina- 
tion of the heathen, ſet up in the moſt Holy. No war, no fedition, no 
eaptivity, no vaſtation, nov any other ſad occaſion whatſoever,: made ſo great 


4 > 
S's 
” 
> 


Ou 52105, s 

, > 
maAzuC, x 
AAWM> 6 ; 


4 waſt upon the religion and reverence 7 that place, that an {dot or image Tay 


(againſt the eſſential anCirty therEof) ſhould be tendered to worſhip 7 Re-dveali 
therein (as Agrippa in his Embaſly to Cazus the Emperour largely tells ***” £y2&|f- 
him) forithat the very hdathens had: been tutor*d into a reverence ©9* 797% 57w6 
thereof; by thoſe fearfuljudgements, which (as he there tells him) © 7% 75%? 
they had obſerved the King of heaven alway avenging any lefler in- NE onay Do 
dignities offer'd to that his chamber of ſpecial preſence ;' But no A} eas? he 
ſooner had they committed that wonderfull and horrible thing, but God EN, 
delivers the place of his ancient habitation» the defire of their eyes, 7 **3 UTE» 
to the defilements and diſhonour of an image that the Emperour, Phil 3 
ereQed in the Holy of Holes, as a fign that place ſhould no longer be q 7 0, Ju 1 
his reſt becauſe it was polluted, and that he had forſaken bothitand ©: — 
them. Moreover, moſt conſtant were the judgements which az aſt Cam Imp. 
befel the enemies of the Jewiſh Nation, before their grear fin of P16 ** 70: 
rejeCting the ſon of God, Tfrael was then _ r0 the Lord, and the J oy 3,3: 
firſt fruits of his increaſe, all that devour*d him dia offend, evit came > 7 V1 --+ hd 
them fromthe Lord, Whereas afterward ſo conftant their ſucceſles, "if TRY 
When attempting pm as if to fight ag2inſt that nation, Were ig 6-1 
the only way of obliging victory; and the aſiſtances of God. Which © © 23+ 
ſingularity inthe Cyong Ogg was a ſign that God: had now 
puta period to the Jewiſh worſhip; and thar their putting of Chriſt 
ro deaths, lookt of 2 blacker colour in the eyes of Juſtice, as procure-. 
Tmg more dreadfull evils upon- them then all cheir other fins could 
ever doe; © 4 a2; IE) ©2677 12397 
Leafily foreſee how ready ſome perſons may be to build hay and 
ſtubble upon this foundation;- and to- conclude ſuch a. cauſe or' party 
branded from heaven, if any judgement (like an executioner 12 
vizard)-frightfull-ns well as foal, befallthe perſons appearing in de- 
fericethereof,. * Aid cheveforeT muſt here -minde them how jncon- 
4 ſequent any ſuch reaſonings can be, nor only becauſe T0 _ 
Wal 2dr ©? O 2 : oubr 
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doubt whether any of the judgements rhey can inftance in touch in 


= 


any points and angles of fimilitude thoſe already mention'd, and be- 
cauſe they came not forth ro decide cauſes collaterally, but diame- 


rrically oppos'd (not differences between Paul and Cephas, but God 
- and Belial)) but becauſe Judaiſm and Genti)iſm were. cauſes evi- 


dently devoted in ſacred ongeos, and the judgements following 
them Were bur the accomplithments of its predictions, and-the ex- 


ecutions of a ſcripture ſentence upon them. . But we have now no 


better warrant to infer the goodneſs or badneſs of ſome lefler cauſes ' | 


and opinidns meneſpouſe, from the judgements Which may ſome- 


' times overtake the aflercors of them then to make judgement of the 


loyalty of a wife, by a water of jealoufie. For as ſometimes the Perſon 
may fallin the cauſe (becauſe that is diſpleaſing to.God) thus Fo- 
fab fell in the expecenen againſt the King of Egypt ::lo ſometimes 
the cauſe may fa)l inthe perſon (becaule he is ditpleaſing to God) as 
the Iſraelites in the controverſy with the men of Benjamin. Beſides, 
we are to preſume that God ſpeaks to us more plainly by his pro- 
vidence, then by his word - wherein he hath permitted ſome lefler 
matters to ſtand ina very doubrfull light, to engage us to anexer- 
cife of onr underſtandings to find the truth, and of our charzrzes to thoſe 
who (having not ſuch firong 4nd. excerciſed ſenſes as our ſelves) 
chance to miſtake it. 7 TE FEET 24 | 
It were therefore heartily to be wiſht, that men had that largeneſs 
of beart, as not tothink heavenand earth concern'd inthe tandin 
or falling of their little intereſts and perſwaſions; that they would 


leaveoft (that worſt kind of encloſure) the entailing ſalyation ſolely _ 


upon their own party; and not goe about to hedge 1n.'the Holy 
Dove: by appropriating the graces and influences thereof to them- 

£ not be ſo prone to belieye Gods judge- 
ments deſign no higher then the ſervice of their littles paſhons and 
animoſities, and that he is as little able to forbear and make allow- 


ance for the miſtakes and infirmities of men, as themſelyes. 


Perſonal judgements extraordinary, are t0 be regarded as Gods viſible 
ſermons of repentance to a multitude under the guilt of the ſame or greater. 
fins, The great Lord of Hoſts, ſometimes decimates a multitude of 


offenders, and diſcovers in the perſonal ſufferings of a few what all 


deſerve, and may (without repentance) expect : Nowas the ends 
of brands are hoted to ſhed forth their tears in a kind of fad fenſe of 
the loſs vithoſe parts which the fire hath' already ſeaz'*d-. thus they 
Which are (inthe phraſe of ſcripture) as brands pluckt (for the pre- 
ſent) ous of zhe fire, ſhould expreſs a chriſtian ſenſe of. the falls and 
of the ſins of rhoſe perſons which God was-pleas'd to make their 
proxies in correction. Great judgementygate notto be- interpreted 
to much the ſigns. of our brothers ſins, as the reproofs of our own, 
Becauſe the pregnant example. of the Ga7zleans [occurring Luk. 13.] 
may lend a great light and ſtrength both to the particular conctu- 
fon before us, and our general argument, it will be no underva- 


luing of. our pains. to. 'paraphraſe 7 little upon our Sayiours words 
o- | Sp 4 verſ. T, * 


upon the occaſion. 
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” Wa. Concerning Prodigtes Penal, '; "745 Op 
R | Verſ. 1. There werepreſent at that time, (ome that zold Him of the Ga- | 
E lileans, whoſe bloud Pilate bad mingled with zhcir ſacrefices. -Trgt . 
2- 4nd Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto them ſuppoſe ye that theſe Galileans 
were finners above all the Galileans becauſe they (ujfered ſuch things ? * 
- 3+ T tell younay but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſeperiſh. ' 
'Qozu]os oxeids] Which Words I chooſe (with Grotizs) to render, 
4d modum eundem, after the ſame manner, for I conceive our Sayiour doth, 
not vary his ſpeech [verf. 5.} when-diſcourfing of thoſe which pe- 
riſht by the. tower of Siloam, thus [5polos: Wmacdt] ye ſhall perxh 
ad modum ſimilem, in'a manner like them, but upon ſome reaſon of mo- 
ment, which I thus explain. ti 6h 
Theſe Galileans were 2 faQtion of Fudas of Galzlee (of whom'we - 
read. AR, 5. 37.) whoſe great dodtine it was, that.it was unlawfull 
2090 Tois Popaio TAI, tO Pay tribute to the Romanes, or toacknow-: Joſeph: de 
ledge wig # Yeo Ioills; Jramorzs, any mortal Lords after God had Bel, Judaic, 
been their King, orto offer ſacrifice for the Romane Governours : 1, 2, C. 12. 
Now Pate (provokt by the diſhonours or the-dangers wrapt up in 
this doctrine ) ſtains the Altar with the bloud of theſe ſeditious ſacri- 
ficers, ſetting op them now come to Hzeruſalem.to attend the re- 
ligion of the paſchal rites. Now this perſonal ncgernent was alittle 
Map wherein the lines. and figures of that terrible calamity which 
afterward fell upon the whole Nation, were excellently repreſented; 
ſome of them periſhing ad modum cunden, and. others ad modumn ſimi- 
lem, For as theſe Galileans periſhr on the feaſt of Paſsoverin aſedi- ' 
tion varniſht oyer with the {pecious colours and pretences of religion - 
and conſcience, ſo did a great part of the Nation afterward fall in 
a rebellion againſt Ceſar Pr Gods ſake, [pious pretences that they eſpe- 
cially were Abrahams children, God's free people, aud to pay. no- ſantuary 
Jhekel to 4 Heathen Rulcr.] and that on the very paſsover day-. in the: 
Temple the place of ſacrifice. And. the cries upon Whom the 
| Tower of Siloam fell, were a kind of type of the many thouſands be- 
ſides, which periſht in the ruins of the City, (of: which that Tower 
carried the image and repreſentation) in which they. Were ſurpriz'd: _ 
by the Roman army ; ſo that they. did periſh { +wios ]in a manner 
fimilar-unto them. ? | ef 07510446 44 TRE TE-1- 
_ Concerning which ſtrange examples, I: muſt confeſs I ſee norea-: 
ſon to receive them (with the Reverend: D. J#ckſon) abſolutely and _ 
In themſelves conſider*d, as any intended figns of the zime tothat Ge- In Serm; 
neration ; nor doe Ithink the Jews had any ground to: think thoſe gn 7.uk. 13. 
ſad accidents wm ow2atov excivers happened unto them as'any- true” x , 3 7 
and proper types and figures of. an analogous deſtrution to fallupon * * ** 
themſelves in therevojution of a few years: For could any-mere man 
certainly foreſee, or but ſuſpect, that any ſuch-ſtorms and ſhours of 
evils. would ſuddainly ll upon the Jewith ftate, upon the riſing of 
this cloud 10 bigger then-4 mans hand-( the death of a few private-and: 
1nconfiderable perſons? ) As forain Divine ſpeaking of the Engliſh. 
art of preaching ſaid cruly, plas eſt in Artifice quam in arte, it. derives... 
more fromthe Artiſt, hea any/ſet rules/of,, art; fo we may. ſayupors - / 
Ho: | 
p:748: 


Vid. Grot. 
in loc, 


our Saviours prophecizs and: foreſight expreſt upon this-occa 
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pits Fuir in fignifitanre quam'in. figno +-Higprophetick patiphraſeupon 
tharſign, gave. ir thav fignificancy'and expreſiveneſs which of it 
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ſelf 3r had novz the typefpeakigg:nomore: (withourthe divine gloſs 


: and ſan&ion) thenthe ſmiting'of any King-upon the ground three 

2 Kings 13 times with an arrow, now, ſignifies-that he ſhall ſmite his enemies 

18 * threetimes, becauſe the'rhe- inſtance was once by- Gods appoynt- 
. ment) '2 happy Omen of ſuch a'bleſiing ro a King of Tfract. 

| Bur howfoever, the Jews ks wt bo have-ſeen-the ſword of God 

inthe hand'of Plate, in that-ſad.exzmple, co have confider'd that 

white he (like the leech) drew all this bloud'ro ſerve his own bloudy 

and revengſul Nature, the great Phyſitian intended it as medicinal 

to the' body of the nation, to teach them the wiſdom of a ſpeedy 

repehtance therein; leaftalike or greater :judgement ſhould ſurprize 

-” themſelves: andtherather, becauſeſo guilty of the ſame fin [the 

hiding'of the ſword of ſedition in the Ephod of rehgion and conſci- 

- ence toward-God]-and: nor ſeeing their: fellows {ecur'd' from the 

arreſt of Judgement by the religion of an Altar, and- the prerogative 

of a Temple. All Gods judgements upon others,  come-forth upon 

purpoſes of grace, and are intended- but as the cutting and lancing 

ET one memnbey: ran Pb the corrupt prince __ He ret. 7 

Exfthly,'Lefſer nation gements are -t0-be regarded as the figns 0 

Conclul. 5, Gods preſent diſpleaſute; ants his: ' ſummons 70 repentance, ef. In 

makes mention of Gods -cutting ofa Nation ſhort {2 Kings 10:3 2.] 

and of his cutting of them off [Jer.*44. 11.] the inſtruments whereby 

he'doth the former. are very. intemperate ſeaſons, murrains of cattle, 

Epidemical diſeaſes, long dearths, great defeats of Armies, &c.' For as 

: Joel, 12- _ thereare Vitia Hominum & vitia Temporum: the vices and follies of 

- . '- mien taken aſunder» and'of men confider'd as a body, -andunder 

ſuch common. and moveable'circumſtances;- ſo there are ala Ho- 

minum, the evils which fall upon+the -lors' of private men, and Mala 

temporum, the evils of the Times, the Judgements which ceaze and 

_ ronch menas united'and meeting in one common body and -intereft 

and under the guiltof DOR and National-impiety. © 

Now theſe:are I ſay 'tobe received, 'by the common ſenſe of a 

Nation, as Gods Wariapy partes to come 1n and ſubmit themſelves 

ro-him,by repentance- 'Jeaſt he ſtorme them by ſome more black 

Joel. 1. 154 andterrible judgemefit. For God ſometimes deals by Nations as with 

17. ' - perſons, Who are firſt brought to a Council, next to a Fudgement, then 

Nullam: peni- t0 hell-fire; The great day of deftruttton from, the Almighty (foretold by 

145 Romani the Prophet) was uther'd bytheſe lefler evils, the cu*ing of the meas 

Orbzs aut Ro-: fnom'beforetheir eyes, the rotting of the ſeeds under the clods,* Fc. And 

. maninominis before God lzyd: the Axe to: the roor. of that Fair tree [the Jewiſh 

Partem,quam- Chutch) ke was pleaſed many years tochop and prune it by thoſe 

" libet graviter (apy ol ivwv) manylntle and prelufory Juggements- that 1ts un- 

plagis caſam fraitfulneſs mighe be correted. And that ſhowr of vengeance which 

unquam fuiſſe atlaſtoverwhelm*d the;/Romane Empire, was prefac'd by ſome ſmal- 

:correfam &c, terdrops-: Itlaylong in the' fire of many heavy affliftions, but (like 

Salv: 1: 5. De thei lay whereby it is emblem'd (Day, 2: 42.) it loſt nothing of its 

and at: hfſt this -incorrigibleneſs brought 

«©. | on 


\ DE 2ST EG 68. CN, 6! a => Wo ITS CE A no ey © $2 binge: 3 Rb whe 022 (I ae ag IN” IR —_ 6 _ 4 ——_ Cy _ . - c 
RE, "oF PTA BILE > Lg « ” Y ; > 9 ec os WF -- & | * $2: 7 S de b: £4 Pk EF fn E 5 I3- 4e "4 $25 Hate: 4 a was be» es - es aa a4 6; bh; 5, FE EEETTY OS 8 : ” Seat > $5 
, * 4 - i 7 ; F - : F $45.4 q 4 8-4 If 2* af x j pas bn, at Fe or 2p is te Sh - bs ” E 4 35: 5. ae Hier So De 3h he” Pa Wir eb dE 459%. 8 th- +. 
- os > VP $9 wi 5 C : ' » : % 4 4 Px + > td EE ES, 13-90" a * | —_—_ £ \ 7 - CL oagtht 6/7 4h 3#-,< — ; 
: $ | TOE ears no * 8 RE" : 
£* IM gs 2 es , ' % 


4 $6666; Fo gine 09, 0% 9 Rn E \ 
ba p « - Chen” TS « 
-— - ” — 
4-387 7 . [4 % f = , : ” og 
. 1 


on is final ruine and execution by the ;Barbarous Nations of the 
' Nort g , : F" 6 & do " nt | 
1 ſay not, that theſe inflances can warrant us alway to receive 
- all ſuch lefſer judgements > as'the rokens*and harbingers of much 
Freaker, and (to borrow the language of the Prophet ) as the (wel- 
lings out in 4 bigh wall, whoſe breaking # coming ſuddenly © For God 
often makes great fips the triumphs of hisg6odnefs and 1ysa very 
fad ground ("in ſome lefler'eyils) when he purpoſerh tolzy on his 
fair Tolours of peace arid happineſs. 'He' cauſerh 1t'ſomerimes at even 
(when darker and blacker times 'were expected ) 20 be light, Beſides, 
the nnchurching or unpeopling of a Nation (his greater judgements) 
are ways Whichunder this ſpiritual Oeconomy ; the Divine Juaftice 
ſeldom walksin,' God indeed heretofore, (When the world Ih the 
greener years. thereof; was moſt under the:condu of irs lowerfacul- 


ries,” and moſt apt to be drawn or driven'by rewards or pttniſhments 


TIER Wl FE 7 Lo Sd ov a i NG Cn We 2” n IS . 
{2s 365600 k 4 7 = - 
0 CP oe ns ONS. I a 2 Te", % 
<4, nn” Sow > . : : s 
4 : F of 4 . 
* 5 >: - ” 
: . . 
> \' %* 
m 


{ 99 


Ifa.30.13. 


Iſa. 43: 24: 
54,11, 


temporal ) ſingled out the Jew1ſh Nation; in. whoſe CNY ftite of Ts 38 #9voy &= 
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ity and obe- 


[1 


ſpeaks) -would never t;ke' Watling. Whenever therefore the 


And: chus{by Gods ainbs) hve Ziniewhay epcahdrh pan 
W eTcould to 


ſpaſs'd againſt the ApoſtolieuF;preetprby W Bir Doan 
treſpaſs'd-againit the: ApoſtolicuFipreceprby returning 't 
nn ry Tor 1dr dopn 
neſs of my cauſe or Arguinents, by &@lmg in: pation or reproxches 
to their relief 2nd 2Mhſtance,” The Whith-Yh PAI rn 
cath thele($ ;' becxuſe not thansg?d'With Tome keenels of fiyle, may 
as Well think's raſourcuts the worſe ; for having jts-rough and Bra- 
uch 
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The, Om ſon of 4 p47 ticular. enquiry into the ttuth, and conſequence of. ſome 
' late ſtrange relations, excuſed. The. anderiaking proved needleſs,,difh- 
_ cult unprofitable. Relations of mazters wonderfull why greatly liable 
z0 ſuſpicion. The Caution of the. ſuperſtitious Meathens in receiving ſuch 
ſtories, noted, Men moſt aps to be abuſell with ſuch relations ,- where Re- | 
ligion i concerned in them, The excellent manner of relating wonders; 
z#n. Sacred Wris.. The conviftion bf. an Enthuſiaſt or a Superſtitions. per-- 
ſon, why greatly difficult.” Projeftours almoſt in every. Science. Why (0 ' 
readily attended 10? The Ing: |; 29's ſtudy of Prodigies commended. 
An acquieſcence in the preſent diſpenſations of Providence , an effeftual 
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* remedy againſt curioſity, | 


it might. poſſibly be expeRted "that this diſcourſe ſhould have 
4 touch'd'more cloſely. upon the occafion , and have:come toa more 
diſtin view , and particular examination of ( atleaſt ) ſome of 
thoſe ſtrange relations which of late, have been preſt upon the faith 
of the Nation, with:ſo grearaconidence, and {otroubleſom an im- 
- portunity. An _undereaking which Epurpoſely declined, looking at 
- Kt as Needle(s, Difficult, and #nprofitable, FEES 
. Firſt, As 1n.it ſelf}, Needleſs: For, (beſides that I think it hard to 
finde 2 faith that can ſwallow. any ſuch -Camel-ſtories, as many of 
them in all he circumſtances With Jun they are ſwell'd out , ap- 
pear to be ) thereare norelations in the world , which weanay with 
greater reaſon, arreſt upon ſuſpxcion of impoſture, then ſuch as theſe 
are. And that a | at Þ | 
. I. Becauſe of the ignorance of the greater part of their Atteſtours, in 
natural Philoſophy. Now where men look upon an objeR (ſtrange and 
prodigious) through fo grols and thick 'a medium, it is no treſpaſs 
againſt charity to believe they ſometimEsreport.them beyond heir 
. proper and juſ} REES and dimenſions, . It is the nature of ignorance 
Fagere fend & Beeneree 7H Reb ir bo ht to OE 
2, Religion ſeems much concerned in ſuch relations. Now-men (like 
Facob ) willbe ready to-venture ppos ale fora greatbleſſing | the 
advancement .of Religion ] Beſides; as Atheiſm givesalleyents to 
_ the: ſecond-.. ſo uſer tion (-Religion ſcar'd out of ;its wits”) gives 
all ſolely to.the firi rs, and is therefore. quickly perened co fill 
out its relations with; all the examples of wonderfull and extraordi- 
nary» that effeQs. may, appear the; more Worthy of the'immediate 
power of God. Moreover, blinde and ignorant tears. of God, wake 
the minde impreflive toany kinde of religious Legends. Never was 
the world more truly J:vsyudmuy x; ooprowdmay 1665 (a5 Philoſtyles it) 
a Regon of lies and jallactes , then inthe more dark and -ruder times 
of Gentiliſm and Popery , when an ignorant devotion toward God 
had mads Religion almoſi nothing buta continned hiſtory of prodr- 


-- gies, 
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EF . SE. ont ming Prodivies Penal; [7-3 8 
'- _ gies, gpparitions;, miracles , voices : from: the-clouds, and the like-: and. 
therefore :the Lord: Bacon, adviſing a jutt hiſtory of: Prodiges,: to di» Noy.Organ. 
 re&'ro the true interpretation of Nature and knowledge of cauſes, 1. 2. Aphor. 
gives int tliis-prudent Caveat , Maxime babenda ſunt-pro ſuſpefiis que: 29, 
pendent *quompodocungue'd Religione , ut prodigia Livii; fs, ( Superiti- 
tion-:(asit is.ſaid of the viper.) bites off that liead,, weakens and 
ſoftens that faculty of reaſon, by which it did at firſt conceive, and 
makes.it receptive of any odd fancies and.imprefſions.. . 
3+ The ſtrength of theſe Relations ( like that of 'Niſus inthe Poet ) 
lies generally, in the weak hair of ſome fingle or double teſtimony. Now - 
asthere:js httle reaſon to conceive a whole Nation concern'd in the 
viſions of one or two private perſons, if they were true (Gods ſigns 
' and-wonders Which-Wete.intended aslefſons toa; Nation , or polte- 
rity;, being. generally atteſted by. numbers; )-ſo as little reafon to 
hang the weight of ſo ſerious a faith andgreart affeRions in Religion 
upon ſo flender-a wire., as the teſtimony of one , perhaps two , -or 
Pren men (infuch matters) 4s. The. Romanes of old; chough as apt to 
wallow ſuch prodigious ſtories as ary , yet uſed to chew them fuſt 
by a ſerious examination (ſometimes by the publick Magiſtrate ) 
made. of che credir of the Atteſtours, and trutIFof the Relations. And 
ve ſhall. finde ((#n Livy ) prodigious-accidents ſometimes paſt-by 
Without any religious regards, v7. where the teſtimony appear'd.in- 
compeent ;\and this , ſt whae was intended a devotion to their 
Deities, might chance to prove a mockery. 
_ 4+ Some men ſeem even naturally , fabularum' proci, the very courters 
of. fables .and Legends. Either out of 4 native vanity and emptineſs. of 


minde, whereby { like thei Cameleon ) they are-better pleaſed with Weil in- - 


zery then ſubſtantialnourſhment : or 4 mean kindeof ambition of be- credibilium 
ing look” dat and ſtared upon by the ruder multicude; who (.in all-relatu, com... 
likelihood ) would negleR them if, their books and diſcourſes were: mendationen 
not ſomewhat antick and extraordinary. Hence the men can ſcarce parant,es' Le- 
relate any mater (eſpecially, if going a little off from common and; Forem aliud - 
quotidian ) bur. itzmuſt look big, and borrow-ſomewhar of '2 Ro- gfFurum, þ per: 
mance, Pr ah 17 | 'is (39 39 00 2 . " quotidiang 
Very obſervable therefore; the[manner: of the, relation of any: duceretur,mi- 

great wonders, in Sacred Writ ; wherein we ſhall finde the moſt glo- raculo exci- 
ious diſplays of the Divine power , delivered inthart ſimplicity and rant. Qui- 
coolneſs of ſtyle, in thatlax and general way, with aslittle of ecſta- dam creduli, 
cy and emotion .of minde appearing in the Relatour , as if ſome vul-. quidam negli- 
gar and quotidian occurrence had. fallen before-him.; that ſo! there: gentes, qui- 
might not appear any ymproms of that common.itch in men to tell buſdam men- 
ſtrange ſtories, or-any affeation of ftrangeneſs 2nd the common 44cium obre- 
wonder, Ora grox ſolicicouſnels to raiſe the eſteem of that cauſe or-pir; quibuſ- 
parry, to Which they were an honourable teſtimony from heaven,,dam placer. 

n the minds of men, eih495 434": 57 211 Sen." Nat- 

; Secondly, Such an undertaking: would prove exceeding difficutt, It be-»Qu,1,7. c.16. 
ing much more eaſy. to beleeye many a ftrange-ſtory, then eoattempr; 
its refute,; eſpecially-where;the: Scene thereof. is laid-ar a great di-. 
ſtance off. Beſides, very difficul; it is to wake any ti6adyJu gemers 

| | | Y 
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"4. rodigie without in elinny cirghow bg” 
LES EF of fone ponds, or ſquntains cara'd gripe ow | ills he 
interruption of the current of rtuers, ſome ſpots as of rg diſcovered upon - 
had of gone pF ws Pot mermg nk toe 
ata 
0c ySoog ron of of the ſeaſon;, climate, water, earth, Whenand. 


where the- events fell our. - 
3. The underiaking would have proved very unſerviceable 20 our main 


purpoſe, for, © 

4 3-.Our Our deſigne e Was not the difparagement | of the Perſons of « our 

y Adverſaries or which: any attempt upon their credit would haye 
ADEN bur of their cauſe. - - 

;'A. falicitous enquiry ints the ruth of the Reerions'” would 
haye been concluded a no}? won moet php of 'the value and fi- 
gnificancy'oft hem, if they ſhould' chance toproverruths. 

2% ara Beer the neck of this Opinzon' [ thoſe ecarious 
principles i of ] a cutting off the particular heads, arm apo 
relations ] Which grow upon it- would be werllleſ nay endleſs, f 
others would Wy re bs intheir places: 
+. Wehave:( ni did the heads of the taller poppies 
direaly ſtruck at LN Os credirand fignificancy of the moſt eminenrand 
pretending Prodigies, '[ Comets and Apparitions } 
5. Fconceiv'd 4 more words would have been but: loſt upon 
. perſons, which ( after allthar hath been ſaid ) have a great devo- 
Philoſophi ſu- £i0n for this ancient Idol { the Opinion of Prefages by Prodzgies.} Spe = 
perſtitioſ  ulative exrours-generally ſcorn the truth ;- praRical errours hare it, 
pond F anari-- bur-i dere ral ono: uſage of bay 0pm ug and/Enthufizſm .c0- ear it.; be- 
ew ewo former , ſelf onely, but inthe larrey God is preſum'd 
| erent cally CN All che j images and; fitions 6f the brain (like 
rar uber Je _ in/ the fancies of Poets) being rranſlared preſently into hea-. 
mu and Gods Honour 2nd counſels thought to-ftand or fall with 
_- Twk m.. "oa 
6 Ta Ge an '6; Beeauſe as forperſonsof more free ad uwntaged wnicdds; and 
| 3: -, vthat-uſe not to believe without asking themſelv 4 , I was not 
\withour ſome *hopes that what hath been already diſcours*d'in _ 
Argument, may ſuffice to their reſolution ind fr Gefathion, Upon all 
,-.  . which accounts,'I did not conceive itneceſir concern my ſelf 
In any ſolicirous enquiries mco the truth or ood of r re- 
lablocs or a tedious diſcovery of the 1i hens and infon wy of of 
T., 3-7. 4 $+2thieu® ingly, and apart ;-and tre 1s Superſtmion (as 
| ſome kinde of vermin): by-parts and pieces. 

After all hack: been already ſaid, beforeT Ne. 
ers task and my own, I conceive'it neceſſary roicall him to 2 norice 
of that ſtrong and almoſt catholick propenfiowin our yrs} hs pes 
:the reproaches even vf our underſtanding part, an drheoud voice 
of @ great experience- ).ro etirertain with 2 kinde of facred regard, 
b== 'who:alſumeto themſelves an abilicy- co ds' or know hu = 

| ond:;xhe -common. ſtandard of humaye' attainments. "Of whith 
; _ kinde of CNERINEY there never: wanted Examples 1 malt To 
| an 
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and Sciences. In Aftronomy; we are.derzin'd with the vain words of 
ſome that{rellus of a,Scripturs caleftis, of Es and deſtinies.of 
Nations and Prices; the iflyes of avy great Afions, written: upon 
the great ſcroll of heaven , and plainly legible by the Sous of 4 
of 2 way and. method of «eriving'down and continuing the ver- 
eues of Planets and Conftellations in certain images aced "ac 
cording to art. In Natura! Philoſophy, we are. prac. 5 abuſed by 
- others, which tell us of a way toprocure Prophetical dreams, to ex- 
altall bodies:mto gold, to make mighty imprefliong upot-the air;/t0 
advance ; Tye wonders both.upon 


102100 t@4.capacit 
the: minds of men, and (Yen greatly diſtant) bodies: of an artto read 
and expound'all the cryprick ines in your handand face. In Me. 
dicks » we have ſome confident undertakers to reſcue the Science 


from all its reproaches and diſhonours , nay tocut:off the very: en- 
tailof. death from-/mankinde/:[n-$cence tin:General , we meer With 
ſome ofch>: ſong ofpride which call us of an' Ars magne, a Penſophia; 2 

hod-co.bleſs man with the realſubſtance-of that happineſs [i 4 
univerſal \ wats ©} the catchiogatwhofe vain and flying ſhadow 
colt him the'loſs of Paradiſe.' In Divinity, Gad, behold atroup cometh 
of pactons which begin their __— Where all wiſemen make an 
end:['Cabalifts; pretenders to Revelations ; to an underſtanding of 
ſigns, and myſterious propbecies , ftrange providences,' things t0'come ,:the 
pretended myſteries wrapt up in the Jacred numbers and names; the intent 
ani meanin of Prodigies, ſome more ſpiritual diſcoverics and myſterious 
notzons Il a 12108, &c. a < | . | 

All which pretenders to a'7! a#:a5dy, ſomewhat ——_ the com- 
mon ſize of humane ability , menare eaſily perfwaded into great 
thoughes of, either becauſe 2n magni velvoliiſſe mirandum, or becauſe 
all theſe pretences are- but the many and various repears of thar itt 
and moſt —_ a nr [ che promiſe: of a more rais'd and ex- 
cellent-knowledge , then we have already } or becauſe thegeneral 
ignorance of-ſuch pretenders, helps them ro ſer off their wares and 
themſelves, With a great confdence, :which hath the power of falci- 


nation -upon-weaker minds, perſons not ſecured bythe countercharm 


of a'great knowledge and reſolution.: + 7 x4 
And therefore 1 rhink-it nor ſafe to- truſt the conſtancy of:our 
minds againſt all opinion of Prophecies Omens, Signs of times, Pre - 
ons by Prodigies , as alfo thoſe other Splendide puge ( nearly rela- 
ted rochem) juſt now mentioned, ſolely with reaſon and argu-. 
ment, It i$a little nec-ſlary ro confront a kinde of ſullenreſolutien, 
againſt , to an almoſt obſtinate propenſion'of minde towards them. 
And if men would once value their Underſtandingsſofar, as toicall 
all ſuch husky and curious arts and ſtudies (as the Chaldee Oracle doth 
alldivinations,/by the Ext4, the motions of birds, ſmoke, &'c, ' 
| ===" ASVevarn nay|2" 
* *Eumremis dmoTH S1e-Y(aTe ===, . 
bur the recreations and entertainments of children, and the weale 


Fins of the gainfulltrade of cheating and imnpoſtare, they would - 
\ y 


all (like fables which bore puaadegd, quickly fink 4nto daphknets 
Ix $0. B49g | 2 an 


ws” 6 A 3; Cut AS oy ; h by 
hc Ain. L 4 -- Ja is 5 hs x3 TY": 9 peak 6 p 
To” C. wes 7 5 7 Te \/ KL 1 4-7 bo oft KI. Fs $ 5-9 Md er: + © 
: L ” < \ o 6 : . 4 P > 
'* -- E . _ by » . 
n © *"lh- ate 
6 I_—_, 4 - 
OY L $ o x 
po » _ Pq 
4 4p » 
* ” P - 
. 
q ; cual, 54 
wt o 7 M1 « 


' os ny - "AE wt : M ” : OS FRB OE PPS WT LT. $8 PANGS-: Halt ett oft IN ks ; : ol A 
I 41 3 OTST. TEL 7 TAL >5 te 228, RIES wed. mana = - 5, RR >; 4 ——- A $-2% 64 L £ «2 ha fed p 1 "8 _ . OE fs OY 0 Fe lO HE IE Bok "n - "_* "7 > -t WE 
Hy ps BESS. + er EPR net any Se ak > SG I (L097 Y = 0H" es. Se 4 et Lo Ed ae At FS Be Eg a RNs Ee TO ou Pe rt + te © TS 
A 4 FIG > SL, rr Y, «WI wy one 0, 5 Ae et 7 gee: bo fe $ +, Ck 7 6 . ” ron Ae > q OS SG . ES: "NO ON 9 ” I. < i 
i : Lb ho GIS "*.- ne ak : SN 0 OE EY es I # > ou ; wn : '- Fe = EI Rn 2 53 nt a 
n : + T2 "08 y 53 A & - : þ AS ft 55 = 7 fe OS, SO 
% As 5. X 4% DN 5 , + 4 _ Ft | 8... % pd F k. '? - : . . - : Th K 
. ef y on . AO * , "E> , 4 YE ” % » 2 w4 4 f - E 
? ” , oh : » FE-44 ; Wi : . |, / 508 Mn TL dS. % > 
A . n 7 > . xe : x 4 . =” 
X + - + . Nx i 
£ ; . , x : = y - 3 5 
BY Y Q , » ; 
+ * 
: « » 
p % . Ld , 
"£ | q ; "Sa # 
. . 


Augm.SCzen. 


LA 3. 


: 


—_ 


Verulam de P 


there areany 5 itf'che world vaubles 


and lence »bit a5lon g 1s -ar) perſon | 
with the frz of the firſt Mother (coriofiry and pfide) there willnever/be 
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If men' were 'once iperſwaded-into a-great reſolution-againſt a} 
ſuch ſubrile yanities,: and difficule*1mpertinences, the price of real 
and fubſtintial wiſdom would quickly rife '1nthe world; and':the 
Tree of Knowledge ar Tyararyn which-are ready to ſtarve it, being * 
once thrownoft) would thrive and ſpread;; meo, when they] Cate 

<0 diſcourſe; would be more: ſure of eaqyjorhers : principles;' and 
Religion: would-be no longer render'dtOthe negleR and ſcorn of - 
ſubtile men, becaufe appearing to:thenwbur-acold form of fome'Pi- 
tifull nrodes and obſervations; a ſyſtem. of: blind fears, 'or .keanand 


, 
* 
. 
*. 


Re) nar op aire 161 ot OOH, LE ASLOT IF arbils 5 
' /What hath been+hithercodiſcourſt (if it any where ſeenvrohit) 
hath-not been ar allJevell'd againſt the clog bare He bra” cm 
or intended any diſparagement of. all fober 1nquiries ###6,-orthiftory 
of the Heteroclita' N ature, -preternatural generations; or atty 7nſtan- 
tie variantes” either in Heaven or Eatth:" It is tobe wiſhrthar there 
were 2 kind of Philoſophy+-officex wherein all ſuch unuſual occur- 
rences Were regiſtred ; gotinſuch fabulons and antick- circumſtances | 
wherein they ſtand recorded 'in; the writers of Naturab Magick (de- 


ſigning nothing but wonder in A EILOO ner IO a x I- 
tious. obſervation of any ſuch dreadfull events with Which ſuch rela- 
tions are uſually ſtain'd, in the writers which intend a ſervice tore- 
gion inthem : Bur in ſuch fairhfull notices of their ſeveral eircum- 
ſtances; as might aſſiſt the underſtanding-ro.miake a true judgement 
of their Natures and'Occafions. Such: a Hiſtory worlld: ſerve there- 
rehenſton of feveral maximes- 1n Philoſophy; deliver%d::upon a'iſcanty 


and haſty inſpeQon of: Nature-:(as; preſented; to yiew butija-ſome 
one poſture) and would give Religion a freedom from'itsmore.dan- 
_ (becauſe leſs ſuſpeted Adverſary) Syperſtirion.:: forasa di- 
intand full view of ſecond cauſes, begets 7cl2gzon; (becauſe nece(- 
farily direQting the'eye, at; laſt, upon the Fi7ſt}} a ſuperficiahand im - 
erfeR notice, Atheiſm, (Which. hke the bat: 45-noted to-fliesbroad 
1nthethe —_— in a kind of middle ftate berween the darkneſs of 
z3gnorance and ight of knowledge) fo, anutter ignorance of cauſes 
natural, leads (in more ſoft and impreſſive minds, eſpecially) to ſu- 
perſtition, a laviſh obſervance of and blind devotion toward God. 
Allthe words therefore which have been: beſtow'd upon this ar- 
ument, have been direed ſolely to the diſcourageing of a. ſuper- 
Nirieos ſtudy of the fingularities in nature, and all. regards of them as 
Prognoſtichs of any. future evils,» and wk re 7p alterations in the 
ſtate. W hich that they may take the readier hold of the Reader(even 
blunt nayls will enter a ſoft and yielding matter) Idoe with agreat 
{-riouſneſs recommend to his afleions and endeavours, A per fef 
complacency '& acquieſcence in all the preſent allotments of drvine providence, 
For it is only when men are ſick of things preſent. that they long for 
variety, and therefoze have a very forward faith and affeRtion for 
h | whatſoever 


ted in-fome bodies a kind of Fo © 2 
their; preſenr ſtate, ſo bu- | 


LN 
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a kindof perpetual mo- ; 

tion, aneternal defire of chang : 

' phecies; Omens, Stories of Prodig 4" 
contended for, for theſe things feed that humour,: becauſe encou- ef 


of I Rreat 
Whereas a true ſon-of 
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iece of the war 
hls wag 


though inet iention of any 
6r prodivies tb" tell hen 
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and recetve increaſe from weak fears 1m reference to. bereafrer ; againſt yay . 15. 
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